'v MICHAEL GILTZ
ﬂl':'.l':'k'l."l-ll'lN hunn r||1.n.n._'\.'-r
hnd & knack for turning

urik pea s jrko pep sbrs —
frum Hicky Nelson o the
riradge Fnrm]y to Josie & the
LA
Bt now, for the first times since
e Monkees, it looks like o pop
wnel b8 gpoing o turn ride o 'r{'
"vw o m hit record
(-Town — the boy band ereated
r ABC' reality show “Making
e Band™ — has o hit single,
Liguid Dreama,” racing to the lop
thee chinrts mnd thedr first alboam
v oul later this month. Funny,
t (-Trwn was supposed to be
d bv now — beeaoss I, TV
ma, Their show was a bomb
newibed. Over aned oul
wnbread, Ul boy-band i= all over
« TV ngenin —=dbdng everything
m ek Mark's Mew Years Eve

ROW YORE POST,

apaein] Lo Livmarmow ndgghls Smer-
tenm Muside Awnrls

Mt imp: ohable of all, there
witll be m secund sensan of *Making
e Band ™

What happened?

Well, the music ]'mpeﬂv-d Kids

heard *Liguid Dreams
and went oult and
lnmfhi it by the hun-
ehresds of thousnnds
What wan dead was,
suddenly, pulastingly

That was our
fives and people
wers saying it

SUMDAY, LAMUARY 7,

Aoanor etwarh TV sl nevils
10 il liom sdewera or mare fo wiirs
wvive, while even n superslnr like
Mnadanna neveds to aell only five
miillsen ooqies of her Intest ollwm
to stay amt the pinnacle of the
mrasic business

Someone like Bette
Mudler can be 0 huge
draw in eoneert but
ahis Louch and L]
™. “'h_-.lT Becnune tha
shirw makes the band

live lu.[u.mt.1 " — not the other way
An Andrea ‘ong, n ;

ABCs senior u-,plF:é wasn't worth Certainly, X TB{J

aliernalive series expected & hit show

champion of “Making mr when it launched

the Band® putls it. *"We
are thirl with the ot sngls It
con only mean belter things for
i mhom™

It's not supposed to work like
that, af eourss.

Call it the madin's fuzsy math

*Making the Rand"
last March Whether or not the
by band they fostered evior gol a
record deal

Tha idea wuas pure Hollywood
goes 1o Floride. Loo Pearlman —
the mastermind hahind the Rack

2001

Last fall, 0-

D-Town — glang for the city
ol Oriando wherk they lived
and rehearyed — has a kit -
#ingle racing fa the top of
ine charts and a TV ahow =02
» back hrom the dead. . -

was
answer to a trivia question. Suddenly,

they are the first bonafide hit band
TV has produced since the Monkees.
Here's how a legendary record exec
made a TV network into a believer

stpeel Mo ol "NEY NI
would pluck e lucky giys from
nlscurity and groom them Lo be
el

The band already had a name, O
Tiran, slang for the city of Orlando
where they lived and rehearsed.
All it needed was frve feah fecva,

And Pearlinan did a fabulous
job. For the most part, Uthe crilics
liked “Making the Band™ (The
Post's own Linds St anid: 'H}r
the end, | was shamelessly eryn
with the winners nnd losers™) n:ﬁ
thought the five young men had
plenty of what it takes to mnke it

The WH liked the show encugh
to commission & femals “Making
the Band™ — called “Popstans™ —
whiich de-buta Fruday night

And ABC thought of the
wdea to premiere it behind the red-
hot “Who Wants to Ba a Mil-
lionaire™ — and “Making the
Rand™ delivered [n ita Rrat weok,

it rombkael Mo, @ jn the Nislsins, n
spectacular wlor

Hut s srcond mAry Wis n cold
aplash of reality: the show mime-
duntely plunimeted Lo 4 1st place

The news gol worse as more
episodes nired durning Lhe sum-
mer. Even agninst repests on com-
peting networks, the show strug-
Eled te win s time alot
ultimately reaching about enly
five million viewers and ranking
as low na Na, 101

Norvous network officials pulled
the show from the achedule alio-
gether and it looked like O-Town
would be gone an quickly as “The
New Monkesa”

“When the ahow was canoeliod.
AT YL g dimppointment,”
says Enk Michaol Estrads one of
the five memb-iv of (LTrwn and
lead aingwr on pel of the s

“That was our lives and people
were saving 1L wean't werth



HEW YOEK POGST,

SUMDAY, JAMNUARY T,

walchng ™

Ell:rlll'; obvisusly was
Bl mavy Lo Lhe way el
works talk
¢ In TW.apeak, there 15
subtle — but erarcial —
Eﬁfﬁl.;ém beumuln “hin-

"eancellid”
E:Ihyb- b wiaw Ll et
ing on the wall and g
wred th uhow wis dine
for, whatover wisrls AL
beed io  descrilss s

nt death,

t an on-the-bubhle
e neaning cancella-
lullnn for ADLC was summe-

i ite dilferent o
th:wuulmuj‘

Aa lar l; m'?n: 1Ii_'lﬂﬂ.'l'|
try legened Clive Davis
wos  conceried,  Lhose
guys In O-Town were
“the stars of & very suc-
ceaiful TV show”

Lot fdl, Diwvin wigned
thar b e bk swrwe Lkl
J Réeords, nnd mada the

iy, Aocord-
Fie fo Tom Cor:
son, vp of world
ﬂh“ marketing

“ABC was cloarly
excited that Clive
Diowis wans wiggning

thiem,” anys Corson
“I'm mpot ' soying
that's lﬂl“{ the renson thoy
picked*up the show, bul that's

clearly why they were exrited
nbuul th.l.l'!.ﬂ"l 4
He ngroes the two decisions —
vo the show & second season
to migon Lha b Lo ) Beoooneds”
= happened in lochsivp

AHTs w;m‘ darrs il I[!ﬂwnmllp.‘

*They inidepraddently mpned the
hond and we aindegen.
dently decided 1o d-r a
mevuind © AEhRoi,”
saye ] Heconds -npn
ing them was not rea-
s "

S0 what gove “Mnk.
ing the Band” pew [ife?

A fow things:

First, " itn cheap o
make.

Next, the show is already airing
in & number of other counlries
I'm;l.udmg the UK, leracl, Hrusil
and Singapurek

And, perhinps aa important as
the slher lwo Feasons pul logeth-
o, & Ilnnun,‘ polor's sinke that
may bong TV production to a
krreeching  halt  this  summer
makes  any vianlle realily show
wirth it's weight in designes jeans

come May (which ia aboul when
nuw;phl-mlﬂ will stnrt e mir),

That dewision of ABC's leoks w
Lot smarter now thot the band has
a wmaab-hit wingle on ita honds.

Fliguld Dreams® debuted at No.
.11 an. 'rjm Millboard Hot 1040, the

Ehﬂll debwuting nng’h in

JHml. the band ereated by TV is
wxinfy TV fo promote the heck out
'lf'l'-l-ﬂ:ﬂ- CLy — just hike a “real”

'ﬂw_-. are making (he sllizatory
sl aspy MTVs oilnl "rquﬂlt
Live™ and every lalk show thit
h‘llliiltnm‘.hrmh "

“Were « pen redispased  to
Tarenc U-Tl.l;:krﬁ' "i'lnlp,' maym Corson,
wha apreos Lther've bron allis i

gl i ot e apemtaiiees booked

“They've given
up their lives to
be a human
experiment’

Lou Foarkminn - e
magterniing behind
the Bachstinel Bays
and *NSYNC — cie-
ated and

[T
Wi i

than most new
bands thanks to the TV series,

“Hut soma of the hnrdest-Le-hook
shows wern bowled over by the
fact that this lovks like its resl,”
RO Corson, ﬂhmhin': thai il
band is ot just & fgment of tele-
vision but living, breathing hit-
muker.

The widee on MTV and the song
om the wiaddin in heavy rotation add
up te what, in eflect, are theer
and-a-hnlfl - minute
commerrials  panning
S hogis & ||-|_'r (15,8
moting “Making the
Hamd * Not bod for »
dend TV ghow

When  the  show
rictuinn, Eslrada 5 n
lok wsore ameiiod olwait
whnt people will s

Fur the st time
winee thye Motk suooess on the
charts may transLile mbo surcess
in the Nielsens

The pre-Tab fowr wos created for
TV innd despised ot the time by
erilicsl. Few praple  reocmler
thoi eeir firsi wllam wes «
stnash sucoese before any vpasnbe-
miresd, entching everyene by wuar-
Prise

O comarme, nong of {hie fets given
a beg up by TV was glven any ered-
it by music erities

Ricky Nelwon waitisd maet of his
carver (o be ackiwledged fr his
contributions te rock '’ vell ithe
first serious collection of his music
— the four-CD set “The Rick Nel-
son Legacy™ — jusl came vsut on
Capitoll,

And the Monkeos had 1o be
revived l.r]- MTV before Ll
would admit 'Ih.n'l ;ﬂln, theey huwd
some greal sin

oo hand lhﬂ Jawsh el likie it wne
lufimng bits @ FnoA  ouecslesh
beefficre &k ol even veally Erg-:u
now has g first albom caning out
and samething to prove. “The crit-
1c% pre geoing o be singoing m 1I|I'I'|r-
u'l.l. -ru.n.z wh.nn sy ﬁ"

An Entrnda cipliasias, the
minsde s alwa yia i L d ol
to them I-I'u-m Ll whiw,

He i when they auditinned
foor *Wlaking the Nand,” most of the

weispibis Uleiere (mned ilires of this fvo
wearkt] masmbers whe mnde the final
cuth didn't even realize there was
a TV show aspect 1o this by

band sudition

In diddn't take bong Vhaiigh —
aller IH'lrl.p' filimrd 2§ homars four
the TV part wl e new ples ie
arvvrm haclan theeim

AN the realityshow |l---;-i'|- LIFT
part ol Lhis full.' mivm Fatpads
“They've given up ther bves te be
n human experrin nk.*

Despite hewngg tnped by Vhe same
crew that taped MTVs “Heal
World,” the band win anore eon-
cermed about the rehesrsals ond
the songs than whether they
wonld bseromae Gsenes tirougeh the
TV show, Estroda says

“Im ower minds, the east ol "Mak-
ing the Band’ is toially dilferent
from the members ol O-Town
Even when it loohed ke b shiow
wm e, Wi wepe sHill u—lh-.ﬂ-mﬂ
el fakanigs bemes s il evaniiaad fanl
o b group ™

And trying o worry about how
"l"_!' W OIS W s i) =TT
wns puntlesa “You wish you roubd

Iny m role, but you can't,” mays
r:nu:m:li. who sayw they were all
heang themselves,

Estrado nlso hapes people will
pet more hookisd on who O Tewn
renlly are when new episodes air
|.|'|. ‘1 ﬂv

'ﬂill!‘ wintchanl il first
HI‘I'“ tﬂl Iz IH.'il“. VWS
wiEre -ll.nu'h sy “how little contrul
we had over” the direetion ihe
Egroup took it

“Last yrar was set up before we
even ol there,” he aays. “It was
alwmve = ing e e bt el timge
sbemm toer the finnl five guve and
theen rebwarsing and recording
lew songa

“Now i1's about the band — aned
l.l‘uw rnnt storyhaand Lhat. The

I Ary III|Ir1|\|
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