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Frankie Muniz stayed up all night to

find out if he’d been nominated for
an Emmy. What'’s he going to do
when he actually wins one?

FRANEJ.E Muniz,

nominated for Best
Actor in a Sitcom by the
Emmys, doesn’t even try
o be blosé abowt the
clutch of nominations his
show, *“Maleolm in the
Middle,” just received.

“It's awesome,” he says.
“Me and my mom had got-
ten up real early in I]'be
morning to watch it We
weren't expecting me to

t nominated at all. We

ido't even consider it
We were just getting up 1o
see the show, and plus, we
couldntt  sleep anyway.
They sald my name and
me and my mom went
Crazy.

“I'm surprised we didn't

¢t the cops called on us
or screaming so early in
the momln.g.'f:ea]ly didn’t
be!i.e:; it Iu:u.!i] the hnﬂ:
start fnnng o 4
hook all day. It's hard o
believe, but it"s coal.”

Last  wear, “Malcolm™
won key awards for Best
Writing and Best Dicect-
ing even though the show
h=all wasn'Ih.:.umina!cd.
This year, it cight top
nominations, including
Best Actor (Muniz), Best
Actress (Jane EKacezmarek,
who was also nominated
last year for her harri
gonr:yul of Lais) and Best
yicom

The Emmys have a clas-
sic pattern of waltlng twa
seasons before giving the
nod o a hit series, so this
could be "Maleolm's." The
15-year-old Munkz, for one,
doesn't have amy doubts
about what will happen.

"1 don’t expect to win,™
he says. “1 think the show
will win, for sure. It would
be awesome. We'll see”

The adults connected
with "Malcolm™ are maore
clreumspect, but obvi-
ously thrilled about the at-
tention coming to it

A wiﬂpI one-CAMera
comedy, “Malcolm™ origi-
1ut|.:r focusad an the life of
a kid from-an atypically
loud, boisterous  Family
where the mom yells at
the kids to pick up their
clothes and the dad wan-
ders around in his own
little  world. That  all
changes when they dis-

cover Malcolm is a genius.
Diespite the exceptional
pilot, you could easily
imaging a familiar show
aboudt a fuper-£mart kid
who makes brain djuicr_!.
and Is surrounded by
dunces. Instead, the show
blossomed immediately,
Most sitcoms with a
family try to focus on the
vup until one character
E:nafl out (like Kirk Cam-
eron on “Growing
Palns®) and takes it over.
“Malcolm® looked like it
would focus on one lﬁ:u’ux\
at school and suddenly
found a lot more mileage
with his family life.
“We're the opposite of
‘Famlly ;" says the
show's creator, Linwood
Boomer. He's calling from
a cell phone on the ser of
“Malcolm,” where they're
just filming the second ep-
isode {in which the cldest
son, Francis =— played by
Christopher Masterson —
“escapes” from a loging
camp and returns homel.
"'F:mi|].- Ties' had Itg,!'l.l-
ning in a bottle with Mi-
chael . Fox,” says Boomer.
“We've got lightning in ten
different botiles.”

Inttrcstjn ¥, Boomer
captured that lightning
by casting actors who
weren't desperate to work.
Usually, actors will sell
their souls for a good part.
But Jane Kaczmarek and

Bryan Cranston {who
fays the dad, Hal} were
ﬂa.ﬂ}- the ical needy

performers willing 1o say
or do anything to get a

role,
Kaczmarek, who de-
scribes herself as “the lazi-

cst actress in the world,”
is a case in point.

“I had to be talked into
auditioning.” Kaczmarek
laughs, *I dida't want to
act anymore. [ had en-
listed in UCLA In a bunch
of courses that [ just loved,
I had a hard time getting
pregnant, and my doctor
suggested I take a year off
which 1 did, I so enjoyed
not working — or not
suing working — and so
enjoyed being a mother
when 1 finally pot preg-
nant. [ wat doing a recur-
Fifn role of 'l"z||'|:il!y.."
which was all T 'wanted 1o

do. Working one day
every three months
is my idea of a ca-
rcer.
“M husband
|Bradle Whitford,
who plays Josh on
“The West Wing')
and I wanted o
have another baby.
S0 we called the
agents and  sald,
‘Don't send me on
anything: 1 don't
want to do series
work' Bat it
was the end of
i;pﬁl and
and
“They
fimad
baody;

¥
they're re-
q_m:sl]:u.g
youw.!

“Then
your - actor
vanity clicks
in. "They re-
ally want me?* So 1 read 0t
and I really thought it was
funny. 50 I worked four
days, and | thought, 'Even
if 1t goes, I'll be 2 mom on
a H‘.{i's show, I'll work ope
day a week”

=Sure enough, we did the
pilot. And one week in
May, the phone ring and it
was Fox saying my show
had been picked up. Then
NWBC called the next day to
say The West Wing" wasi
[r:'lﬂuﬂ up. And on Frid.:}'.
the doctor called and =aid
I was pre tagain. It
was a lile-altering week.”

Cranston — who every-
one agrecs is the funniest
persen on the set — was
also that rare actor not
hungry for work. Cranston
guest-started on virtually
every show in the "90s and
knows be will work stead-
ily for years to come. 50
when  “Maleolm™  camse
along, he koew the show
wis funny but wasn't con-
vinced that the dad — just
a dim bulb in the pilot —
would be an interesting
character,

“0h yeah,” says Kaczma-
rek, about Cranston's con-
cerng. I think ke had
abouwt ope lme in the
pilest.”

“I read the pilmt epi-
sode,”  says  Cranston,

“which was brilliantly
written made me
laugh out loud several
times. After reading it ob-
jectively, | started to look
at it subfectively as an
actor offered a role |
looked at it and sald, "OK,
I necd a comversation
here.” So [ talked with Lin-
wood Boomer, and 1 said,
IJ'II'IJIJ wrole a m:ll:u]:rfu|
script, and [ think it's
going to be a great show, 1
would like to be a part of
it, bur only If you make
Hal an integral part of the
family chemistry. [ have
no desire (o |z:|.' a charmce-
ter as limil:cjj as he seems
o be in the pilot right
now.'

“And he sto me and
he said, 'T absolutely know
what you're talking about,
and [ promise you that Hal
will beeome a fully devel-
oped character.' "

It didnt eake long for
Boomer to  kecp  his
promise,

“It was the very first epl-
sode when we came h:cf,"‘
remembers Cranstan. “Hal

takes the kids to a race-car
track instead school
He's thrilled to be with his
boys and wants to show
them a good time, teach
them something about life.
Dewey ends up on the
track and the lm}-: end uf
in trouble and T end u

Keking the security guard.
And we try to fool mom
and she coatches us, 1
thought, “It's starting. He
has his own agemda.”~

And Cranston  has  his
own agenda on the set.

=This Is gﬁtnﬁ_m be a [}e
riod of my life that I'm
going to look back and
want to be really happy
about and prideful,” says
Cranston I don’t want to
have any argumenits on the
set, any problems. [ want
it niee and smooth, and
now I'm in a position to
influence that. And I do.”

Having been on 1|.nl1rlppﬁ
sets like “Cybill,® whic
she describes as miserable,
Kaczmarek says she i
grateful for that.

So she's ready for the
Emmys, even if she's con-
vinced she won't ever win,

That may be a reactlon
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from last scason, when she
Ent sucked up into the

la and couldn't help
thinking that maybe she
would win, (She didn't and
Kaczmarek is rightfully
proud of her reaction shot
when the winner was an-

nounced — smiling and
looking so pleased and
saying, “Ohhhhh, how
nice.” )

Like the rest of the cast,
11']! kJI.H“.'! !I'.Iw IILI.'.:}' !hE
is to be on a show
if it maintains its quality
for another three years —
could rank as one of TV
best. And maybe it hap-
pr:n.cd for her and Cran-
ston and the others lse-
cause they didn’t need it 1o
h-agp:u.

“Isn't that funny!™ says
Eaczmarek. *Whoen it hap-
IJ-cm to you, you can't be-
beve . My husband was

working constantly; T had
my ki Besides, I'm In
my &0,

“It gets humiliating being
an actress when you're in
vour 40s, It's just stupid.
50 it s amaring to stumble
on this at this time in my
Life.”

1002 *21. yEnbvy AUpURG Yt WOk MaN

WS sediy



