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Ihree years ago, Maury Povich was lostin
the muddle of Sallys, Rickis and Jennys.
Then he suddenly re-invented himself as
daytime's hippest oldster. For the first time, Maury talks about stuff |

Sunday

gven Connie Chung doesn't know.

By MICHAEL GILTZ
= o ost  syndicated  talk
| IR shwws  ore Fading
B L8 away = “Hicki
71, a Lake” “heniy
o T Jones,” “derry
Springer,” “Hully afemay

Haphael” *The Rosie 0"Don-
well Show ™ Even “Ciprah”

They're all down signdficantly
frm thetr peak years =Ldsoe will
Regs™ has enjoyed a bounce this
sprsnn Lanks to “Who Wants to
Be n Millionaire™ in primetims
aned the unexpected banus of pick-
il 0 mw oo-hest

Mt omly one show has been
rrowing fur bwo yoars — “Maary.”

“Moury Pevich (s the guletest
anirerss i mymidication,” saye Mare
Herminn, analyst for Medi-
nweek mngazine, "People den't
really give him the attention ba
e

[uesia may lie about why they
afepl with iheir mom's by,
Tout the Aumbern doa't

The ratings for “Maury” love
b groswing Tor two yenrs. Thas
wear nloie, lve's up B pertent

In the last three yeam, 'H-Il.:.:f'
hos gone from Mo T among talk
sbyrwn lo Mo 6 and pow foarth

I e ponsecut bve weeks sarlier
thin year, he's even rated an high
na Ma, 2 — behind the sainted
(prah — n remarkable pooon-
Aishment for @ show that's
wsacally been on the air in
o foem or another for 10
SR

In ern of  reduce
expeciations (“Oprah” has
bt third of b
minge her peak
st Ll shows
jirsd ke ik dose nmy grouandl,
twimg “up- A o big deal

“In Ali=  mrenm” i
Reppanm, e iy ol B dae
f iy EEi s gt .

18 Pywich is bl hered Lhat
e dusn't seemn B0 get the
credit for his fleurishing
it it doesny show.
wr viewers kpomw 47
Povich snyn. “The e
wihe I talk shows know il
wivin | enme abamat Lhe meosd
v press has been interested
1 other Lhings: who Fegis' co-host
wirn be, 18 Roale going to stich
wrosund, that kind of studl™

Phemiden, s betier (o be & quict
sisere=s than o guict fsihere

1M tell you something” he
Laiagha *16 | wis m qpuied. Enihure you

ronbdn't be cnlling me.

=T statistic that P'm mmt
pruusd of is that of all the tulk
shown in the top tier. the median
age of par viewers ia second only
ta Jerry. The older 1 get, the
younger my anilbienee ia”

To sme, that's net the enly link
in “Springer” A simple reason for
Ly guccens of “Maury™ s that ties
nrn ol (e dresses moe causally
porw ) nd pabernity besls are in,

e e

The older | get, the
younger my audience Is.’

But while weryose agrees his
topics have become jost ae oul-
there a8 “Springer” — of anyone
else — Prevach doesn't see himeell
as stepping into the epening lefl
by Springer when his show was
anbered to lone down by ita dis-
hﬂbum' Barry Lhller's USA Siu-

b

=['m not stepping intn o voil,” bhe
anys finally. 1 tunk we bring in
wiaF wamn viewern Although there
are & bunch of talk shows, we are
wll different — bl the viewens
krvow Ulist. They knew the difTer-
encea between me nod Jerry anid
Jenny aid Sally and Heekd nrd
Rosic and Mostel and things lde

Bach in the odd daye, when
was seen with long, grey
clothes and old Iriengds

Rermun il Mediawerk agrees

“Maury @ pot Jerry Springer.”
Berman  says. “You have o
remember, Springer is mome ol n
conmdy tham a Lalk show. Springer
is the king of dysfunctbon. Maury
delwen inte I8, but not ab the same
hevel Bpringer does "

In o more basic way, Povich has
re-invented himself and his shovw

He woppesd
show fur &
WOReH
doing & sl nimed sk

hids

He talks alsud finding
n theme or & nkehe, o
way by talk aboat the
mnme nnnghty, mvirgu-
ngg topies that overyons
tacilen "My 13 year odd
o WLer  dresses | Do
pexy ) ko now and dis-
tinetive way. i

Al b and executive
rtudun.'r Amy Hosen-
plum: Found t miche
by A o need: alier
]-:r-nr- lnughing - &t

aplosa  parenta mnd
their bratty kids, sudi-
enacea were g
shone that would
mome sense into these
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the boot-camp shows,”
saya Povich Indesd, rat-
ngs wmped  when
“Maury” slaried taking
atmblom kids who par-
enta hnd given up on
and giving them o mili-
Lnry-siyle dressing
dwn, complete with  physkol
challengea nnd B mo-ponsenss
leacler noumeeed Dhoe Weat,

"Dee West's cuntribulion has
been huge,” says Peeich =1
can just tell from my sl
dba nudienoe, He's o hage
star. When he comes cul,
yoa dan't have o m.TM
anybody — they're an thiir
Fewt. cloqup g el mppland-
g IUs like he's Ameras
camp counsclor”

Wlile they've sirategl
eally pulled back from
ol -emempy Fpimndes
Isifimm Ulsn ngiperal lislisd
Weat afill sliwas up In
senre the bepeerus ol of
ks, e I-:in:lrwu: Lo grove
yards and peep ehows aned
Maphouses 1o show what
liche i lskiiz iy thie slrerls

“We dant bring ressls
o says Prach, "bul we Lry ool
least point preple o the mght
direction” Anolher  differense?
=Mairy™ constant Iy offers updates
on gavsls from provious shiws,
piving n peak inta whats hap
pened 10 those kids s montha
nrd even o year or two down the

Pyorvich waes the first — ond test
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My Povich pumpad niw e into his
e st t8 Bull and He and wenk seridus
amd staited concenirating on leens @

— et of “A Current Affalr”
which b proudiy calls one of the
bigmest hits in syndication bistory

Hut things didn't bk for
hirm a Frw yeors sgo. His was
fading ai Paramount  becouse

Pavich had announced he was
leaving o do a syndicated mghtly
pwseast Tor -emWaorks with
T wi e Commie X
That pever came 1o ks, soame-
thing Povich  regrela nwoatly
bwcrnise hadd b Lo work with bis
wilie professicnally. “Just G see
the marriage roull surcive.” he
dkrm, mhling thit he heqees st
TI'.Hl i -.nwiu' i g ie mmaibile
fiiir Wsirnan muwna-Einee in e fulam
Prarnmsiiat drugeped Bins mnad Lhe
shiw was pecked up by [hllers
LisSA

Then WBC had him host the
e sher “Twenty Ume” winch
ded stroagly Dl was can-
| quickly despite a decint
WTTROT 4 |
-1 rel thot” says Povich, ™
lhinm shurw wan pood enough
to simy on Lhe air | just don't think
BB waa fully committed al the
thtse to competing mgninst M
[

Tt new, though Povich didin’t
eapert Lo be working past i, he'n

pant B and saddenily stronger
Uhawry i,

“He was mever the Noo 1 ehow”
says Herman, "t he was alwne
very consstent. He waa komd of in
b schdile isl Uhe Lilk showw arcia

el when you're in the o
like ihad, il's misler Lo oy at that
level then slarl at the top when
there's anly one ploce o po
e

*Puramouiid isnde o g stk
letting him ga. They nre kicking
themselves

=What have they done sinee be
el Theew henid n shov with Hesawe
Mandel, they hnd @ sluw with
Martin Short, | mwrw Elisy're
stusck with Dy, Laurm

“Theey comaled huavee hod Maniry fia
all theme years and he certamly
k] hawe besen Broging in o
russnwery. They kept Montel and his
numbers are still Fespectalile, nd
his numsbers arent up from last
YOO

And Povieh knows hine Tocky b
i b harve struck pobd Teoce.

“This shiow ks the mother lode”
e smys “T'm open to any ideas

e fum, bt this show is the

i thing I've ot poing. 1don'®
want i take my ey ofl the hall
Arsd this is the ball ™




