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By MICHAEL GILTZ

EREDITH Vicira
M!urns S0 LOMDETOW.
But who's counting?
“I never lled shout my
apge: I never cared,” says

Vieira. co- host of
“The View™ and
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I'm fecling in a kind of
weird mood and I'm won-
dering if maybe I'm a
little depressed and [
don't even realize it

“Twe been g0 hu-:}- Say-
ing, ‘It's so great and I'm
s0 blessed and lucky,’ that
now I'm begrinning o say,
“Why? What's £0 great
abour iti "

Well, a lot of things.
Vielra's recent contract
re-negotiations with “The
View" has made her a rel-
atively rich woman.

*The View" 's recent
eearch for o new co-hodt
to join Vieira, Barbara
Walters, Star Jones, and
oy Behar gave the talk
show a boost in ratings.

And the daily versbom of
“Millionaire™ has jumped
30 percent in ratings dur-
ing its second year — and
seems likely 1o become
the biggest game-show hit
since “Wheel of For-
tune” and “Jeopardy.”

The bigpest change in
her life oy be it g
pext to “Survlvor' con-
testant Elisabeth Hassel-
beck o =The View.”
Vielra says ndding a con-
servative voice to the
show was a big factor fin
Hasselbeck winning the
plum slot,

*They did not want us
ta be seen as thess [heral
clucking hens as we're
coming lnto the political
season,” savs Vieira, who
disagrees that the hosts
can all be lnheled as k-
eral {Sear jones -tal
conservanve and
considers herse!f an inde-
pendent ).

“Ultkmarely, it was
chamistey™ that won Has
selbeck the |, S4VE
Meredith. “That was the
most important 1 I'P

Bur = |.|;'|1l. d had the best
chemistry with someone

Be A Milllonaire.” “Now

who was a screaming lib-
eral, probably they
wouldn't have gotten the
job.”

Vielra's role on "The
View" is to speak her
mind and bring to bear
that journalism back-

ound, (She began In the

ighly competitive New
York market at Ch. 2,

then went on o "60 Min-

utes."}

Sticking with “The
View" was certainly safer
than accepring CBS' offer
Last year to jump-start

“They did not want
us to be seen as
these liberal
clucking hens as
we're coming into
the political
season”

their perennial third-
place morning show.

Bul agresing to host
“Millionaire” was widely
seen a8 4 desd-end choice
because the primetime
edition kad worn out jes
weleome so quickly with
constant pirings. IF every-
one was sick of seeing it
In primetime, why would
they want to waich it five
days a week?

“A lot of people said 1o
me when | was consider=
ing it, "What are you
dhoing? That show's
dead, " admits Vieir
=Rut [ always really lked
the show, and watched it
from the very beginning
with :n} klds. Like Tl.'l:}r'-
" and "Wheel of For
tune,’ i’ 3 gread game

Iv's the latest triw u.j.h
for a woman who
achieved the pinnacle af
success for 2 TV reporter
by landing on “60 Min-
utes.” But Yielra's dream

‘Millionaire' isn't only thing Meredith brought back to life

job turned into 2 night-
mare when having a baby
{she pow has threed con-
fMicted with the heavy de-
mands of work. $he soon
realized that almost no
women In TV have more
than one or two kids.

“I did look around at
60 Minwtes™] and there
wis one other person
with children, It just
wasn't done. :

“1 was 0 basket case for
the Last year. And [ was
anly thers two years. I'd
be {Tj.l.nh_“l'lfl‘! 1 had 1o
goaway on a story. I'd be
crying when 1 was home, |
wias always crying.™

Alter maternity leave,
Vieira struggled to find a
new role at CHS.

“They assigned me (o
ihe e |'r.5- e rming news. It
was what they thought a
mam woald want, I re-
memtber feeling this con-
descenslon about what
moms wosa bd weant §
could throw up at four
a.m. instead ol seven.”

She ultimately switched
Lo ABC, where that net-
work approached her
about increasing her
workload and Vieirn was
back where ihe stasred —
fighting for 2 home life
while malntaining her ca-
feer,

“There was essentially
nothing for me, they said.
Wothing in news. [ was
negotiallng a way out
whien the call came agking
if I wanted to audition for
thiz show “The View.'"

MNew she can laugh about
all her success on “The
View" and sbout turning
the dissed “Millionaire”
it ratings gold — and
still getting home in time
to .1n what moms do.

1 have a new dog
Ecu_p; nil over the hierase.~
beira savs. =11 dm. L et
home, lhn:n.' il |l.|5-. b
moare o clean ap.”




