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TV’s best cop show may
still be beautiful. But it
ain’t getting any younger.

By MICHAEL GRLTZ
ILL CLARK — the re-
tired Mew York de-
Eective whass b st s
o supply the “NYPFI
Blue® writers with new
plota — admits  that
seven years inlo the s
ries’ fum, i becomes
harder and harder to
h;pﬂwphl bines freah
vhen | bring detec
tives in 2 hear their sto-
ries,” mays Clark, one of
the show’s executive pros

ducer, "more and o |
think ia mysell, ‘['ve
done that

It deowes gt difficult bae-
cause thers are only sa
many [types afl homi-
cldes,” b siys

WY PD Blue® faces the
espal dilemmas of &
ehow ils age workang
in new charseiers, main-
Larmag gquality coniro
on its scnpts and ryin
to And new ways of tell-
ing the same slonics
without repeating ilaetf
of bvaming far-fetched

TV years are like dog
years, they taks their
todl very quickly

Last week, the question
of how 3 deal with
"WYFD Blue™'s mid.life
crisis becanse T
scaderde when ABC in-
lofmed the show's cre

ik — Bkeven Bocheo
apd l'lnrld Milch — that
they are thinkipg absas
menving it Lo 8 new night

TV networks, as & rale,
dont like to fddle with
shows that ain't hroks
And  "NYPD  Hlge™ —
alomg with “ER" e
mains the most successfal
drama of the Ts.

Hut the hoopls wnd
hapd - wringing over the
fate of the cop show — in-
deed the fact that the net-
work raised the pozahility
Al &ll — bhegs the natural
question: In "WYPD Blus®
whowing dhorrri?

The challenge ta stay
fresh ls more difficult
than ever. Thanks to chat
runms, fon web altes, and
thae T a8 inmatiable de
sire for new slorbes, TV
shows are new booked up
W a4 permaneni EKG ma
thine

The trend began with
“Seinleld.” Before, shows
WETE ju i} t'nnm"i

£

dged
Iﬁmm ‘I"|F pfﬂllpd w "

brief checkup halfway
through  the wear. Bt
“Seinfeld™ s success nnd
ita hyperfanatsesl fans
ehanged that

Episnde to epismle, the
ahgw's Fertunes WErT
tracked If the third show

of m seaman wasnt deemed
wp bo Enall, warming bells
begun to ring, columns
wife  writlen and chat
rodimis were jammisd with

“WYPD Blue®™ — like *X-
Files® and “"Bully the
Vampire Slayer™ and any
other show pessl ensugh to
have & following that
cnres = i moditorod just
as carefully

Jimmy Smits’ farewell?
Ratings and reviews were
healthier than ever,

Rick Schrerder’s arrival?
Hill A-OK

Hll“h'l. deop ia Melsen
ratings at the ond of last
senson? Just the normal
aigns of i show six years
o ils run

Every clowd s supposed
3 have & silver Lining
Perbinps the show's fecent
travakla will give it the
adrenaline nash it needs.

(1] |a|l.t|-r CLO I Ty T
grand dame collecting ac-
oolades and hlgh ralinjs

The stars of “Blue" — Andrea Thompson (1), Kim Delamey
{ch and Dennls Franz — reflect on whether the show's

current troubiles

thanks to past glory, it's
suddenly been cornennd hy
market [orees apd et
worh scheduling. “NYFPD
HBlue”™ has to lght or Oee
— and I'.Elilllanu may b
the best thing thai could
kappen toat

The last time the show
faced a comparable crisa
it had & happy ending
David Canass — the heart
and seul of Lhe show at its
ineeption — lefll in the

scond season. A potenti

mean thatl its best days are pasi. 4B

ally fatal blow, Caruso's
depariure was a bleasing
m |L|F6_"|.I|.‘l‘" It soemed the
dossr for Jimmy Smata
Smis bruapght sexiness
and atar power, he was
beas ol o white knight and
more of an Average Jos
falbeil m wery poedslosk
ing. very sincere onsl. Un-
expectedly, ho alss gave
Dennis Frane the ehanes
o take cenler slnge as
Deet. Amdy Siperwies
Perhapa  studio

NYPD Blue’s
midlife crisis
arrives early

tives o B Finn
maphit havd had  aecond
thoughits abowl  building
anather  show  around
Frane :Ih- fenedeeed 1n
the miskegutien *Beverly
Hills Bunitz,”™ a spinoll
from “Hill Street Blhses®
Bt that’s exactly  what
they v dane wath “MNYPD
Blae ™

His emndless travails —
P oliam, struggles with
has igmorant prepidice, es
trangement Froem: hie fiest
wife and son, the death of
has snd andd pow Fis Beest
friend — have made Sipo
wICE & very medern {wist
o Jeh, Instead of & ol
man  walloring  dnneces-
sarily, he's a awed man
who may have deserved a
little comeuppance, bat
surely nist all this

The Emmy Awsrda nuay
b dull retreads ol previ:
sk winmers. {Even Franz
seemed embarrassed this
year mbaist winnidg sel
ngain, i But amlike ot
nwards — aee Helenn Hunt
for *“Mad About Yeu™ —

Wi

(] e rgibead insend
whietber Franz [T
wirlhy

(Mhers may have rooted
fur sentimental [(Evoriee
Jimmy Smats or the Eermn
fig James Gandodfing, but
prund-fur-pounsd  Framz 1=
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networh gave “NYPD Blue™ the bum's rush whes It snacunced thal B wid thinking
tha marving the thons bo 3 mew night. Doch! Afler Fviryming Bl pons iy o
[}, during the Ligt slx years — how much more do thay tink can we ake?
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wnid pipped from the b ad
lime slories (@ Biead &
Bidter. | They it by

sign posted fur the writers
that says, *It's the cas
stupsd™) “ER" s the
other hand, delves |

the private lives of its Fust
meinitwers, bul gels most of
ils enengy from the work
plare — Use rush of deal
g with brw TR
and new oo-woren n s
Iufe-or-<death sitost

Lant season was by gpen-

eral  oonsensns CERT s

Firsi weak year and

mach of # develved

i soap OpeETE anleocs

liks Meoalk Wyle s dallsance

with Kellie Martin and

Anthany Edwards beang

mallind by Mare Wi

ham ™ r

ihop e en

LR LS ry

fociss biach om the alall =F

weird and on 1he ek

whn oome through the
fama of "ER* don’r

them

Will Bipownce wal
i -|-.~|| e
fort

The rases are really an

e lo see how they've

i

ot aa Lk heroun-sddicted Fans may b= leery of
' Mclorws waa @ rare o —— .I_..1,
2 K - . Naes S

for anather I
TV years are like -y D e o
“HYFD Mus® has a Unlike the self
law &

dog years; they take
their toll very quickly
. « « NYPD Blue has to
fight or flee — and

sirong  (emale Iu||||-|-|||'|g

femals characiem
ever heen nominate
Best Aciress and [
won snly onoe lin W
Best Suppuariang Artreos

¥ “The ery 1I}I!r
Mosre Show™ euited
tam

L g M

: ally. Ewvery
ﬁghﬂ“g “I‘ayI be “le dl'l\.‘\.ll .rT:'l: - Lis
mD AP 'i.-l..-ln-1 Mlapes™

|best thing lhat could
happen to it.’

the lwst sctor on el h

provate hife "Why e
wrtly wan 'l be spralk o ks
e wuaAl darad onele

b made SBmuis
ture ail semson bess But becaise he's & fol i q
geroais Uham il sesmed for Frane and not the |_,'"I.I: ,lfl |'I:;: :,:“I
It's Fr. s shivw now, and  wiar, Bchroeder wel the jobs a1 hand has never ru”_'; Lz I
Mk Sehroeder has moved  fing presne is @ bonwus Gona T

w smmothly
Schroeder's character s

B & Do el

Ad lor the women, only
Kim Delaney s Duare Hus
sell Bas boen & fully .d._\rl

e frsetyed aleak

rr Sypress
fgnghyr wath Ria
& jok

s BPASES AT T
thal tackios palice brotal
ity, in sponse o Ue [k
. the [_ il

slrmig poarl ol
YD Mae ™ Lo ]
o “Law & Order.”

Thai series keeps an al-
sl ligous  (ooua o6
Wl Basid, @ alingd
miikors s Fevnli
(¥ TLR T R ERPT,

= Turtkrr
than ol shamgld

I "NYFD
callml it & doy aler
heeart-rends el
whow winald hnwe
on e B8 one @
n Eposd BOCkErmerd o

iy and remain
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