NYP TV WEEK

® REALLY BIGSHOW

Orlando Jones

No desk. No band. This is late night_?

By MICHAEL GILTZ

RLANDO Jones dide't grow up
dreaming of being a late-night talk-
show host, the way you imagine
Lena and Letterman did
Doing a late-night talk show wasn't
even his idca. The cable channel FX ap-
IH'IIJL'hI.'d il saying they didn't know
what they wanted but they wanted kim.,
“How many black kids get this opporu-
ity he asks,
“Ardenbs, Magic Johnson, Keenan .
You're done™
Jones' new nightly show starts Monday
at 1l pm
After a siring of forgettable movies like
"The Replacements,” “The Time Ma-
chine” and the cult classic “*Office Space,”
Jones is best known for the recent hie
“Irrumline™ and a string of refreshingly
clever 7-Up ads.
The laxt thing Jones wants *The Or-
landa Jones Show™ to be is "urban.”
“When you're todd there's no white EUY,
mo desk and mo band, people’s frst
thought is, *Oh, it's going 1o he urban,’ =
says Jones,
Actually, their first thought ks Arsenbo.

“Yes! Mease !H-ing the barking back.
We're :Hn-ing to meoow This time.”

Jones doesn't ﬂr{'!cnd to be reinventing
the wheel but he also inslsts the show
will be different, although it's probably
easier to say what the show won't be like.

=A guay walking out In a sait, sitting be-
hind a desk with a cityscape behind him,
probably are the first things you need to
get riad of " says [ones.

“It's been done and it's been done well.
Letterman, Leno — they've all been coal
tw me. 1 don't have any beel with those
cats. Hey, it's hard as hell 1o do.”

Jones” show will feature elaborate taped
skhs, but not ithe chrcm-:.r, sketch comedy
late-night shows usually include,

Jones says be's been taping bits for
muore than three months,

For “Ask Al Sharpron,” Jones — whao
must sit for four hours o get into makeup
— responds to questions about what the
big summer blockbuster will be. Other
skits Inchude how dry cleaning works,
asking whether Jesus &5 black and a take-
off called *You PPeople’s Cour™

“Clarence Thomas is trying a case be-
tween the Ko Klux Elan and a guy they
tried to lynch.” says Jomes.

“The Klan is suing this guy for breaking

their tree limb, knocking down their
fence and ronning off with 30 feet of good
rope. Mow Clarence finds in favor of the
Klan because the guy in his testimony ad-
mits he broke the mree limb.”

Jones will be promoting every type of
musical act he can, from [ohn Mayer and
50 Cent to standards swinger Michael
Buhble

There's even a carnieon about two jani-
tors working at a music studio called
“The Adventures of Chico and Guapo™
that Jones and two buddics crested them-
eolves on four Mac machines.

Il he's mum on detnils — such ss how
different the set'll be, whether there'll be
a slide for guests 1o enter the studio, and
if fonesdl float in the air on o harness to
ask guestions — at least Jones isn't treat-
ing us any different than he treats his par-
ents

“Lintil the ads [for the show] started
aJ.ring, my parents didn't know™ he was
dhatiigr a talk show, says fones.

“1 don't tell anvone anything. As soon as
you tell your parents, they've got nine
million questions.”
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