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e i by ot Fox News Chan-
nel. “IUs pretty crazy, sund-
wiched here between conven-
tions,” admits Paula
A Zahn. The co-anchor — with
titt Hume — of the 24-hour cable
Lannel’s convention coverage and
ostoof the daily hard news/inter-
cw show “The Edge with Paula
" she's become the face of Fox
Channel.
that face

smiling after

\n;l
heir strong showing at last week's

sonation in Philadelphi
We couldn’t be happie y!
tyear-old Zahn. “The Re puhh( an
unu-nlmn is the first convention
¢'ve had a crack at covering. The
it that we resoundingly beat
ISNBC and came close to tying
NN in certain time slots is very
neonraging.
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to be hlstory‘Whenﬁ;}s'
‘was moved to ma,ke‘s

Those triumphs are more fun to
discuss than the perennially third-
placed “CBS  This  Mor '

which hn Zahn  took  the
hosted for six yeurs plunge into cable and
with Harry Smith. My dau_ghter had expresses undis-
B;vrn in ‘Olpalxu a Very distorted guised : (il'I ;;o'od-
and raised -in a - natured) glee that
Chicago suburb, notlon OfWhat CBS's  infusion  of
Zahn worked her e Ii cash and massive
way ’ .:lcndi(ly n!ommy s life was promotional l.:'np;un"
through ‘(hti local like. She told her h'usn't helped 'lhl'
news ranks to snag show  since wer
a spot with ABC. nursel‘y SChOOl departure.
She the d ¢ “I am so proud of
the rare chanee o teacher that her ...3 il 0 s o
slot on a network n]other 'ived in “Harry and |
morning news " h.ul the lun,u st run
show, only to work a bOX. of any team in CBS

under a perpetual
cloud of indecisiveness at CBS.

She and Smith ultimately carved
out a thinking-person’s niche. But it
was clear more changes were in

. v 21m0a2

store when Fox News Channel dan-
gled its offor of primetime TV and a
return to covering breaking news

morning history and

our ratings were \1;.u|ln intly high-
er than CBS are toda
She’s even prouder of her new
home’s coverage of the conventions,
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despite naysavers who insist these
events have been reduced to glori-

fied infomercinla,
“The eymies will alwnys nrgae cov
ering a convention is a waste of

time, that it's when the party is rell-
ing its v . I find that argument
very hard to justify.

“We had no idea what Condeleeza
Rice or Colin Powell were going to
say. I just think you could carry that
argument to ridiculous extremes.

“What, you don’t cover the inau-
guration because you know what's
going to happen minute-by-minute?
It's absurd.”

ahn pointedly  refers to
their wor fair and very
balanced,” ing the net-

work's marketing pitch but
also an indication she's
aware that some helieve Fox News
Channel leans to the right. (Fox

noo

* 105

News Channel is owned by News

Corporation, the owners of this
newspaper )

divectly nnd she savscam
pl m amused every time | hear
that. I ask people who say that to

give me an example of where they
see something biased on my show.

“No one who has ever made that
charge can ever come up with a
real example of what they think is
a bias to the right.”

It was an issue Zahn treated very
seriously before making her deci-
sion to join Fox News Channel.

“Clearly when you hear stories
like that you want to know
whether there is any basis for
them,” says Zahn, who describes
the editorial process as virtually
the same as it was at ABC and
CBS.

“Before I came to interview with

See ZARN on Page 106
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The Prls of Paula

Paula Zahn (top, interviewing Oklahoma _

- Gov. Frank Keating during last month’s
GOP convention) is relieved she no
longer has to call some network suit to
get permission to break in with a news

" bulletin. How she looked (at right) when
she broke in with ABC News in early
1980s. Bryant Gumbel (above) who

" replaced her, still hasn't been able to

catch up_to her ratings.

ZAHN from Page 106

Roger Ailes, I spent a lot of time
watching Fox News Channel to
make sure I had a comfort level
with what was being put on the

On a personal level, the transi-
tion has been even sweeter.

“That alarm clock
no longer goes off
at 4:30 in the

“Harry [Smith] and

“My daughter had a very distort- |
ed notion of what mommy's life !
was like when I was |

oing the morning

d
news. She told her |

air. I really think-some of those morning,” ;laughs nursery - - school
charges come out of marketing Zul(;n, who is mar- I had the |0ngeSt run teac}}:cr ‘thz:it her !
jealousy.” ried and has three i mother lived in a
Now, Zahn says, some of her co- children. “I have to Of any tea_m in CBS o> |
workers back at the networks are confess, it took a morning hlstory and Best of all, that !
jealous of her opportunity to cover good year for my . personal . satisfac-
breaking news without having to body not to natu- our ratlngs were tion comes from a

“phone a vice president of enter-
tainment and get permission to
break into regulan programming.
“This transition has been unbe-
lievably good for me,” says Zahn.
“When I came to Fox I walked into
some major stories. My first four
months here, war broke out in
Kosovo; we had the Columbine
massacre; the Atlanta shootings
and that horrible series of tornados
we saw throughout the Midwest.”

rally wake up at
that time.

“After 10 years on
that shift, there'’s
no way out of it.

significantly higher
than CBS’ are today.”

career decision that
seems more right
every day.

“Twenty years
ago,” says Zahn,

But six o’clock is a lot more reason-
able than 4:30.
“I have a life for the first time in
many, many years,” she says.
“Clearly I travel and work some
very long hours. But my kids actu-
ally know who I am now,” she jokes.

“those of us in network news were
highly cynical about cable. We
weren't convinced cable would
ever have an impact on the news
business.

“And guess what folks, that's
where the action is today.”
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