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“His lifa was jusi so full of bad decislons
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in his now bock, *Mr. Strangelove: A Blography of Peter Sellers.”

By MICHAEL GILTZ

ctor Peter Sellers stum-
hled his way through
countless “Pink  Pan-
ther” mwovies ag the hap-
less Inspector Clousean —
g it was his private life
that was really a shambles.
In “Mr. Strangelowe: A
Biography of Peter Sell-
ers,” scolaimed biographer
Ed Sikav details Sellers'
lonely chiidhood, clingy
mother, failed marriages
ffour of them), violent
aibursts, and physical
and emotional abuse of his
children.
=1 did have a problem
with Ieter halfway
through the project,” sakd
Sikov from his apartment
In the Flatiron District.
“His 1ife was just so full of
bad decizionst and bad be-

havier. 1
very depressed.
It wasn't anger
at him; it wasn't
leanred.

“It was just —  Hyperlan

ErEw  increas-
ingly difficult
on [lm  sets,
and  despised
the lowbrow
erowds  who
came Eb dég
him do  his
shtick in per-
son when the
classic  radie
Leried “The
Goon  Shaw™
made him  a

oh, Peter. Why? 433 pages, $27.95 Rlar,

Why did you
marry someone after two
wreeks? Why did you hit
ouf son when he was a
inle boy? Why did you
cause such insane troubls
on ‘Cusine Hovale' and
sort of wreck the movie?
Why, why, why?®

I.it: 0 many comedians,
Sellers could miserable
when npat  performing
Peter OFToole's former
wife described 1i1:-lu=il|g
past Sellers' room when he
was @ housepuest, because
she could kear him crying:

Even performing wasn't
such a thrill — Sellers

“The craziest
story was [from] Alec
Guinness,”  said  the
45-year-0ld  auther. "On
the set of "Murder By
Death, Sellers demanded
a larger dressing room
tratler than anyone else.
And Guinness sciually
gaw him on his hands and
knees rr'.::.surhlg It with a
muuur]n¥ tape. That level
of complete lunacy sur-
prised me.”

Cf eourse, there are also
tales of rage, of buylng
toys for his son but not
letting the boy touch them

and bad behavior,” sald ather Ed Sikov (righll, whao explores Peter Sellers' dark past

Sellers’ sad side

Biographer paints
unhappy picture of
‘Pink Panther’ comic

until Sellers was bored
with them, of ohaessively
purchasing cars and ex-
pensive sudlo and video
equipment.

As Sikov apily puns It in
his boak, “[Sellers] could
be a selfish, childish man,
responsive to every mead
&5 long as it was his own"

Did we mention his
stormy marriage 16 Brin
Ekland® Or the time he god
engaged to Lira Minnelil
after three days of dating,
despite the fact that she
was alreadv engaged 1o
Drest Arpaz Jr¥ It lasted a
few weeks until — at least
In part — a celebrity pay-
chic 1old BMinnelli it
wouldn't work out,

Sellers  could  hardly
complain: He also rcE'u
larly consuled a psyc
amd told people he spoke
to his dead mother every

dav.

5{ course, mone of his
private life would matter
il Seliers hadnt been such
& penius on camera. Sk
kow's last book =— =Om

1=

Sunset  Boulevard: The
Life and Times of Hilly
Wilder" — was w':l!zhr aE-
claimed for showing equal
insight into the direcioc's
personal life and his ca-
reer. That balance contin=
ues with this biography.

Sikov looks at every Sell-
ers periormance, from ob-
scure two-rselers to his
collaborations with greals
like Blake Edwards, Hal
Ashby and Stanley Ku-
rick.

And then there are the
films: ~Lplita,” “Dr. 5trang-
elove,” “The Ladvkillers,™
=& Shot in the Dark,” =The
Party.” and many others,
including his  crownin
achlevement of the blan
bur compelling Chauncey
Gardner 1n “Belnp There™

“He was a difficulr man
and & troubled man,” said
Sikov, “But his work is ex-
traordinary.

*Vou couldn't g=t “Heing
There™ without [Selless
spending] essentinlly his
entire lifetime being trou-
hled, feeling -:mp% and

I

characterless and selfless.”
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