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Eclectic book-CD combination
now flying off the shelves

By MICHAEL GILTZ

an you imagine hear-
Ing Alfred, Lord Ten-
nyson loudly reclre
“The Charge of the
Light Briga-.*.r.-" or Wak
Whitman dl.'.l'liLiTL'I:iL‘lH
“Amegicatt
it sounds like science
ficteon. Bul rare record-
ings of those 19th-century
poets — along with a hit
parade of  20th-century
grests  like
Robert Frost,
TS5 Efiot,
Langstan
Hughes,
Allen  Ging-
berg and
Sylvia Plath
— ure at the
heart of “Po-
erry Speaks,”

events), and sponts titles
like “And the Crowd Goes
wild.”

5till. sports and head-
line-making news are one
thing. Poetry is quite an-
other,

“T was thrilled® by the
hefty frst printinﬁ: SaYS
Rebekah Presson Moshby,
who co-edited the book

with Elise Paschen. She'd
smEn IJ:l:u-lrg,r SOONE WNEX-
pocte

success for Rhino
Records, for
whom she
helped com-
pile the CD-
only boxed set
=In Their
Own  Voices:
A Century OF
Recorded Po-
etry.”  They
had hoped the

g h{%ﬂ':r S o ¥ ﬁtuav&\uld sell
a0l ] copies;
combo that  SourceBooks, $40.95 it went on to
is  turning scll more than
Int» one of the unlikellest 40,000,

hits of the fall season. Besides. Mosby jokes,

In an age when a very
successinl book of poetry
mbght sell 10,000 copies,
SourceBooks printed
&0,000 copies of this col-
lection and has already
one back 1o press for
20,000 maore,

s another  winning
gamble for founder Deo-
mindque Raceah and a

company that has forged
an identity for itself with
book/CDr combos (they
call them "media fusions®
and scored massive hits
with ritles like “We Inter-

mipt This Broadeast™ {a
coffee table book
combined with  actual

news reports of historic

“It's not my money. 1 was
elated, 1 kmow Dominique
was terrified; it's  her
money. But SourceBooks
has bhad tremendous suc-
cess with this format.”

With names like W.B,
Yeats, Dorothy DParker,
Dylan Thomas, Edna St
Vincent Millay and Carl
Sandburg, “Poetry Speaks™
includes numerous poems
people  will recognize,
even if they haven't read a
rhymed couplet since high
school.

Esch one of the 42 poets
is given a briel biograph-
leal gketch, followed b}' an
appreciation by a top liv-

what soma are callin

Ing poet of today, such as
Seams  Heanev, Robert
Pinsky and Rita Dove.
That's followed by a gen-
erous selection of some of
thelr greatest works, some
of whech are read aloud by
the origimal poets on the
thres CDg included.

“If you know nothing
ahout poetry,” SaYS
Moshy, “you can just lis-
ten to the audio and let i
wash over you. People
aren’t having enough fun
with poetry. and vou
should. Serfous poetTy can
also be a pleasant experi-
ence. Ir's fine to listen to
Ogden Mash and laogh.”

Aleod fun — but far more
confentious — was nar-
rowing down 2ll the possi-
ble poets of the last 120

Having azsembled recordings of great
Eﬂm gpaaking thelr wark, co-

Isa Paschen {above) and Rebekah
Pressan Mosby (right} hawve created

a definitive
collection: “Poetry Speaks™ (left).

yvears 1o the fmal 42 se-
lected,

“We were golng (o in-
clude James Joyce," says
Masbf‘. “There’s a won-
derful recording of Joyee
reading from ‘Finnegan's
Wake." But his nephew re-
fused 10 Eive us pr:'mii-
slon  because we didn’t
have Ted Hughes included
in the book. We got into
this whole long blistering
correspondence. No Ted
Hughes, no James Joyee.

“Gertrude Stein was also
confroversial: some peo-
ple didn’t want her in, But
whether vou like her or
ot she was inflwential”

Finally. even with the
limited slots, personal fa-
vorites of the editors and
the three poers who

served as advisory editors
ware argued for.

“After we had our list,
Rita Dove weighed in and
said, “You put Melvin Tal-
son in or else We said,
'O " says Moshy with a
laugh. “Then Dana Gioin
n:-aE wanted William
Stafford, and [ frankly was
delighted  because they
T.lz-m both on my original
ist.

*Then we thought we
needed to do something
for Robert Pinsky. And he
had been nostalgic for
John Crowe Ransom, Elise
{Paschen, the other central
editor on the project] was
interested in Laura (Rid-
ing) Jackson , mainly be-
cause she wanted (o use
an experimental woman

. And I just had warm,
uzzy feelings for Ether-
idge Knight~

They all made the finaol

t, giving this clever,
th tiul book a wel-

come  quirkiness  that
group projects like this
can  sometimes  lack

Though rave reviews and
stropg early sales make
SourceBooks' gamble look
smart, it was a gamble,
gays publsher Raccah

“I have to tell you, when
I started working on 'Po-
etry Speaks,” a lot of peo-
ple tald me, “Poetry
doesn't  sell; nobody's
going to be interested and
we were Incredibly wast-
ing our time" =

But Raccah had been
down that poad before,

*T remember meeting
with the chairman of one
of the publishing conglom-
erates who tald me thar
"We Interrupt This Broad-
cast” was not such a pood
idea,” savs Raccah “My
stall remembers me com-
ing back from thar meeting
very white-faced.”

Baccah gays she didnt
sleep well for months
when that title was aboul
to hit stores. A tentative
first ipri.nl:mg of 25,000
teened Inte a4 runaway
best=seller that has sold 1.5
million coples and count-
ing. Mow, with "Poewry
Speaks,” "I'm slecping bet-
ter and betrer every day.”



