By MICHAEL GRLTZ

iy Ecl!q‘r than author
Ray " Bradbury to
w talk abwast ‘some of

his favorite novels?
In “Fahrenheit 451 he fa-
mously imagined a chilling
future in which books
were outlawed.

Mow R, Bradbury con-
tinues b write, and he's
still at'the top of his game:

His Hatest book,
the Pust Returned™ (Wil-
liam Morrow, 208 pages,
£23), gath-

Legendary author tells
us his favorite stories

“From:

Meva, who, was very pre-
cious o me — she was like
my older sister — gave me
a book of fairy tales in 1925
when I was 5, and T still
have it here. That book
las &L.J}Elj with me I‘|1r 0
lifetime,

All 'of my books were
given to me as gifts a
Christmas or birthdays.
We had no nu:.m.;}': we
WErE A Very poor
and Lwent to the libriry
and I lved there, I'gradu-
ated from the library when

I was 28 |

ers stories
hie's < werit-
ten
the. - 19403
o taday
about . ihe
Eternal
Family.
group of vampires {of a
sort). and other magical
creatures Ii\']nf for centu-
ries in a house In Tlinods.
Though  the setting is
fanraatical, the" stories are
at heirt aboast pl'uplr -

lonely - characters - who
highlight' “the beauty of
family, .first “ boves™ and

what cap be the uL]n:ll:rw
embrace of death.

Mary ' Zimmerman, who
directed the off-Broadway
hit “Metamorphoses.” is a
ﬂra.s!buqr famn:

=1 remember reading one
sory by Ray Bradbury
about a place where it's
sunny only one day, it al-
ways, rains and thc'{ shut
this schoolgirl in a closet,”
says - Fimmerman. It
haunts me to this day.”

Bradbury, calling from
his home in Los Angeles,
which is filled with thou-
sands of books that are
pi|cd up in every room,
shares some’ of the books
that have haunted him.

Fairy tales: My Aunt

T [4a] DL'!I'
I} EEC'

“The
Fountain-
head"” hl
Ayn Rand:
When 1 was
24, 1 was uncertain of my
life and my talent and my
future. | doubted myseld,
and " 1 read Ayn Rand's
"The Fountainhead.™ A lot
of people make fun of Ayn
Rand, and I!Ilq.- make fun
of _“The Fountainhead.”
But what that book gave
me was the courage to be
me, the. coursge 1o say,
“To hell with all the crit-
fes, to hell with all the
people who doubt me. I've
got to go on and do my
work.”

“The Collected Essays
of George  Bernard
Shaw"™ : He's my hero, It's
2,000 or 3000 pages. a
huge damn thing. But it's
got all of the essays from
all of his plays [and else-
where]. If you're | ever
washed up on that desert
island  and want to have
something to read for a
whale year and then start
OVEr zg:u'n. s the one.

“The Complete Poems
and Stories of Edgar

.Imi'ly. E

never could =

Allan  Poe™ [I've -got a
huge edition brought our
in 1920 with llustrations
by Harry Clark, If you can
find it, it's gorgeous, It's
got dozens of black.and-
widte illustrations . and
seven” or eight” in - color,
I've got two copies of that,
one of them given to me
by my aunt. 5o go and try
to find i, because when
you see it, you'll hug it 1o
‘F{JL.I‘ breast and keep it
Orever,

“The Collected Poems:

of Emily Dickinson™ A
lot of women writers have
inflluenced me. People like
Edith Wharton and Willa
Cather, I've tried to learn
the softer side of my na-

mife. . DHekingon was a
summer night, a field of
wheat r]tr:r with fireflics.
]'1.1LI[: what [ ]m.-cl! about
BET

“The Immense Jour-
ney” by Loren Elseley:
He'wrote an' essay “for
Harper's magazine back in
1944, 1 belleve. It was so
beautiful that;l wrote-him
a lowe letter, saying, “Why
don't you write a booki
He wrote back' to'me and
said, °1 think I will.” 50, as

a result of my kicking him ¢

in the butt, he' wrote 20
books, “and r|:||:'!|"re all
hﬂu:!t’u! He's been dead
for 20 years or so, but he
thould L read .:nd recog-
nized by more le.
“The Won ul Wiz-

- read | books,

“All ol my books
wirg given o ma
Ch

the authar rec

ard of Oz* by L. Frank
Baum; The “0z% books in-
fluenced me hogely. 1 was
crazy for them. The thing
about being young is that
never “again in your life
Afe You ever 2% insane for
books -as: you are when
youl are 10L I-with 1 could
gt that madness back. T |
il love books, and T still |
But. when
ou jump -into

you're 10,
isappear, don't

theem and
yould
Being called to dinner
from' an "0z" book 15 like
l'.lEir'.g called off the field
when the sun ls golng
down and you're playing
basehall with your
brother and you hate to
give up, doo't you? |




