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By MICHAEL GILTZ

RE champagne wishes and
caviar dreams back in
vopue! Robin Leach — the

original Peeping Tom — Is back

on the alr and back v peekin
ndo :h.n‘h;islj i]l;fs of c:.*]j-br -
thes with the debut special on

ABC called “Life urﬁm .

(Monday, December 29, 8 p.m).

His signature show, “Life-
styles of the Rich and Fa-
s, of course led to MTV's
“Crihs™ and o miltion other re-
ality shows,

“VHI next year s doing a five-
part miniseries on the history of
renlity shows” says Leach, "and
it starts with 'Lifestyles;” be-
cause it did give birth to this
whaole genre. Whereas ours was
a nice show that reveled in glits
and glirterati, | think we're pow
a step away from someone los-
ing their life.

“Lifestyles’ started in 1983, 20
years ago. This was before Ger-
aldo opened the safe. We were
lambasted; | cam’t tell . We
were cructiied and nalled to the
wall for belng rude and imperti-
nent. golng into peoples houscs
and extolling the virtues of
s\p:ndlni‘]iuts of money. You
look at that show now, and you
E}- with hindsight that It was

e most genteel § o
could c'.'tun:'rha\'n mhn];lsn‘{:d.“

On “Luxury,” the one-time
Fleet Street journalist revisits
old friends like Donald Trump,
who amusingly talks about his
days of being “poor,” and re-
counts his moment of insight

when Trump realized be proba-
bly didn't necd more than two
apartments in Manhattan.

With a far faster paced show,
Leach flashes quickly to an ab-
surdly expensive automobile
and barks, "]F}'uu havent heard
of it, vou can't afford itf™ He
alzo hits the new purveyors of
conspicuous consumption: rap-
prers.

“That's why | wanted Russell
Simmons and [wife] Kimara
[Lee] there,” says the now sin-

le Leach, who has three chil-

ren from his former wifie.

“They've put the stamp on it's
okay o be rich again, There's
no need o hang vour head in

To put diamonds on
your teeth and ?,“!d
teeth? This is the height
of bling-bling."
shame — fill it with gold-stud-
ded tecth! T was at the Billboard

Awnrds' in Vegas, and I can't
tell you v IR miltion dol-
lar mouths 1 saw. To put dia-
monds on your teeth and gold
teeth? This is the helght of
bilng-bling.”

But is Leach? Will viewers
i with & nostalgic ghow to
the man with a carnival barkers
vobce and the temerity to peer
into bedrooms with a charm
that now seems downright
civill Marc Berman, a’ TV rat-
ings anabyst for MediaWeek,
i=QE siy S,

=Alihough 1 woulde't say
Robin Lesch is passé, he's not
exactly a hot ticket,” says Ber-

man, who jokingly points out
thag Leach was the first contes-
tant booted off the less-than-
stellar reality show “I'm A Ce-
lebrity; Get Me Out Of
Herel" "Although Leach cet-
tainky began this craze, unless
he is coming out with some-
thing different, I'm not neces-
sarily sure viewers will gravi-
tate o iL”

But when a celebrity has been
overexposed, Leach just moves
in closer. Witness Sharon Os-
bourne: her home is displayed
on MTV every weck, so Leach

“Life of Lu .'n:mhlmnﬂtmlmmﬂmﬁmrm
hvhw:'ﬂnmmm‘mmﬂmm and big manskong.

wked for a tour of her bﬁd}'.
where Oshourne has spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
nipping and tnlckinimtmtling
hersell a new belly button,
amang other treats.,

Leach certainly isn't afraid of
his Latest close-up, even if the
camera finds more bair on his
chin than on the top of his head.

“The fact that we're doing this
show on a network at my age
with my girth and lack of hair is
testament to the fact that televi-
sion is not always owned by Jes-
sica and Paris,” he says.

Breaking into the
big tim

‘Luxury’ takes the rich for a ride




