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A reel ordeal for Roger Ebert

By MICHAEL GILTZ

oger Ebert loves mov-

i g0 much, even thy-

moid cancer couldn't

keep  the Chicage
Sun-Tames film critic from
his work.

Faced with surgery Feb.
22 for his cancer. Ebert
stockpiled reviews for the
pewspaper and taped ad-
vance cpisodes of the TV
show he co-hoses, “Ebert
B Roeper at the Moviea”

He stuck to his plans to
promote “The Great Mov-
ies,” o new book that akes
1 fresh look at classics ke

“Casablanea™ amd  “Star
Wars,"
And  almost  nothing

would keep him from cov-
ering lonight’s Oscars, an
event he's attended and
reported on for much of
his 35-year carecr.

Why the frantic pace?

“The reason | did that
[stockpiled  movie e
views] — beciuse the

Despite cancer, movie-review
guru maintains a frantic pace

paper would let me take
GI'FL— is all the e-mails 1
would get from  people
who somehow fecl you're
going 10 review every-
thing," explained the
i9-year-old Ebert.

“There can't be a major
movie that's missing, and
odily  emough,  every
movie i major (0 some-
body.”

Ebert's surgery wuos suc-
cessful — ke had a similar

rocedure in 1987 — but

 was walking around a
little mare gingerly carlier
this miath while in twn
to promote his book.

Hesldes attending every
festival in sight and re-
viewing every movie pos-
sible, in 1997 Ebert started
a mew column titled “The
Great Mowies,” about the
classics, for the Sun-

Times. Those columns are
collected in his book of
the same name.

Ebert's enthusizam  and
deceptively stralghtforward
prose are ideal for examine
g flms like “Chinatown,”
“Manlsrtan® and “Wings of
Desire™ in a new  lEght
When he tosses ofl casually
inakgheful lines like “Grow-
ing alder was a smarl
eCT TRDVeE for Bere Davis,”
you remember why he's the
oaly film critic to ever win
the Pulitzer Prize.

“] like golng to the mov-
bee,” gaid Ehert, who admits
that when he aned his wife,
Chaz Hammelsmith Ebert,
maved into thelr new home
In Chicage, the first space
they furnished was the
hasesnent media roam.

They may have been
sleeping on just i Mallress
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in their bedroom, bur if
they wanted (o watch a
DVD of Ebert's fovorite
film, “Citizen Kane" they
were good to go.

=1 would go ta the mov-
jes if 1 weren't a movie
eritic,” said Ebert, who
was born in meacky Ue-
bana.

Ebert can hold forth on
any and all flm topics
with ease and auwthority.
He doesn't care that "A
Peautifiul  Mind™  dida’t

deal with the hard Faces of
John Nash's life, but he did
care that “lris™ seemed to
be about everything but
what made Iris Murdoch
special: her writing.

He knows DVDs can be
3 great way to seg movics
but fears people only go o
video #wores to seck oul
recent flicks like “Corky
Romano™ instead of ex-
ploring the classics.

Despite his apaq.-:il:-: for
films, Ebern readily admits

e has boles in his resume
— movies that for some
reason or another he has
vet to watch.

“Untl recently. 1 badn't
seen "High Moon ™ Ebert
sald. 1 interviewed resi-
denr Clinton, and he sald
it was his favorite film. So
1 considered "High Woon'
for this book. 1 went to
ook at it for the Nest time,
and 1 didn't think it was a
great movie. Tt just didn't
Jdo it for me,”
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