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One kids’
show turned |
out stars like
Volkswagens \.-

These

RING
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sitcoms

URE.  the

“Friends,” “Frasier”

and “Seinfeld®  were
big hits and made all is
actors rich.

Bt §f  those actors
wanted actual careers —
meaty parts in movies and
other TV shows — il they
wanied o become stars in-
stead of being [orever
linked 10y ome role — the
shivw  they should have
been on was “Saved by
the Bell.”

That NBC slhicom from
the carly “M0s about gor
geous  but goofy  high-
school students was ig-
nored by critics. But Hol-
lywood was clearly paying
attention. It turned around
MHBCTs ratings on Saturday
mesriing. helped spawn a
new wave of TV shows
starring  young pnnh-
thelle "Beverl il
™ hello the l"rltlll"
||:||.'I||,| on The W) and
lsunched more swecessiul
carcers than almost any
piher 'TY show in recent
M OEY.

Elizabeth Berkley bs the
bippest Success sMary so
lar, thanks o achicving
most actor's dreams:
I1||.-|1 rI.lJI" in new
Waoody Allen movie “The
Curse of the Jade Scor-
pion” (Berkley plays a
sweel  secretary,  right
down to her penny loaf-
ors.)

“I'm a part of Glm his-
ila's IU-|E'|'I'r|- IRECTS Berk-
l=v. when asked about
wliat it means to be in one
of Allen's lilnws. She is for-
ever grafeful to getting an
ecarly break on “Saved by
the Bell” and happily talks
abeut  her tme on  the
show.

Bt Berkley,
searred im “Showye
figst ilve tip of the iceberp.
Mark-Paul Gosselaar takes
vver the lead in "NYPD
Blue™ this fall. (Coinci-
dentally, Berkley had a re
CLTTLing » o “Hlue® last
seqeenin erealed lor ler by
vkl Milch.)

Mario Lopez is one of the
rejrulars on the new MIVC
jalk show YThe Other
Hall™® {a male sp in om
“The View™) aftcr mak-
ing points for his dramatic
role i “The Greg Lougs-
wis Story.”

Hulland  Taylor
Haved the dean in “Saved
Ll‘ the Bell: The College
Years™) won an Emmy lor
“T'he Practice”™ and ode-
serves  another  for  her
ru1|n! turm in the AMC sli-
corm “The Lot™
Tilfani-Amber Thiesscn,
of course, swcored big on
o020, (When she got
her break on “SBTR," Til-
fani had only competed in
beauty contesis, Series
creator Peter  Engel  he-
lieved in her so much, he
cast her anyway and kept
Thicssen “protected” for
the first season while she

{who

developed  her  acting
chups.)

Lark Woorhies |pr||.':r|'-.|
on “The Hold and the
Beautifial,” “Days of Our

Lives™ and [or three years

aboul six episodes, stars in
“The King of (Jueens,"
“We also had the Bond
girl Denise Hichards. Tori
Spelling did a pumber of
episudes,” e says, In fact

‘People don't realize what
happened with.guest stars:
We had Bond girl Denise
Richards, Tori Spelling...’

on the LL Coal | sitcom
“In the House."

Clearly, Engel has some
kind of Midas touch. “It
wasn'l just the original
stars.” Fngel says. "A lot of
people don't realize what's
happened with a lot of
those guest stars.” He ticks
ol even more names: Leah
Remini, wlo appearcd on

Engel can't even  keep
track of all the kids he's
piven their first |1ig.' break
af slyow business.

“Scott Welll He was ona
whaole year; every show,®
he says, “He was one ol
the kisls in the glee club;
he wias ope of ihe waiters
e was a lot of things. In
fact, he thanked me in

People  maga

rime when he
firs! did
‘Party ol
Five! For a
mrment, 1
couldn't re-

membrer hiim.”
laughs Engel
As 0 spotter of
Engzel Is practivally battime
a thousand, =o 8% liegle
surprise  he's  started  a
managesacit company
(The lome exception to
this breakout rule might be
Drsstim Diamond, win i
known by fans now and
forever as "Sereech.” Engel
himsell called the actor
Screech for a moment be
fore correcting himsell —
o bl surprise since Dia
mand played the role on
various “SHTH  spinodls
for 11 wears and was clearly
rolsbed of his dream role:

Shaggy in the upcoming
Bive action movie,
“Senohy Moo

xcited  for
ciling ol
'WYPD Blue, " says Engel
about the latest success of
one of his kids

“He had to be able to
smulle a1 you ond lie right
to your [ace, amid you huadl
to bowe him. That was
something most of the kids
couldn’t :1::r

tither parts found the
serfect aclor once Engel
|1I'E-II= using his imagina-
tosi. The character Liga
Tunle — originally a clas-

Like some
freakish incu-
bator, “Saved
1T
ably pro-=
duced more
stars than any
ather TV
show. Amang
its graduates
ara (clockwise

1 from abave)

| Elizabeth
Bevkley, Mario
Lopaz, Tiffani-
Amber Thies-

t sem, Mark-
Paul Gosselaar
vl Lark
Voorhies.

sic Jewish princess — was
uncast until  Engel  saw
lark Veothies and knew
she was the one, even if
she was black. The role of
Sliter was poing o be
filled by a white  actor
until Fngel was unhappy
with leir choices  amd
started  looking at black
andd Latine kids and stum
bled on Lopez,

Engel insists he's done it
again with his mew teen

sitcom, "All About Us"™
which debuts on WBC's
Saturday-maorning teen

block on Aug. 4. It stars
singer Alecia Ellionn as a
Southern gal who maves
1o Chicago.

“Cur new show coming
on next week has four
girls amd some of them are
tetier than any we've ever
had.” Fngel says. “And
thaat’s sawing o lot"
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