Just don’t call Fox’s newsmagazine ‘60 Minutes III’

By MICHAEL GATZ

YYHE Pulse” |5 Fox's loest sisb mi o
T newsmizazine — and s tlme ithey
jplan to hat their mark.

Alrieg Tharsdays o1 9 pam oa Ch 3
SEATTing Fuh. 1L, "The is a chance
far prestige and big avdiences for the
news division and — if it scofes —a
gusher of profits foge Pox.

U1 festiares Fox's b siars — such &g
HIU O'Hedlly, Geralda Rivers and show
hasl Shepard Smith 1t builds o Fogs
signaiure Tuu;u.u'hu: style and i ewen of-
fers CFHeilly as a more acidic Andy Roo=

ney, With a commenizry af the end of
r'.'r.-r!.' s w.

But il you described “The Pulse® 2d
For's amawer o =60 Minutes,™ they'd
probably bz offended.

5 I|'4|':l={'l ll.’:;\.t ima I‘dh‘w WAy, fn.nur
sy Kevl rOgrAMmmen
I!'uri-m. Hews. l'_'lun is nﬁmﬁ: |n‘l1ru
samme way that ous newecast is Nashice
than CHHM, for example, and that's why
eve is imitating us. Some people
won 't lke i, bat we're ready lor ihat™

Samith, \be 38-year-ald “anci-anchor™ of
;‘I'Il.el!'nl:?le Report® every night o

BEL

s isa't ging to be like sny o oy

effaris before,” says Smish. *Ths thing
't going ko sit on the Eelovizion. 18
i vo fump eight off the scveen. 105 an
Jmulng set, gnphlcl.. widzr-bang and crit-
Bos are to gy ‘Awww, there they go
agale with heir stadium ambem and
their srrobe lights and thedr smokel It's
an excitiog screen to watch,®

Typical siories v expect include a look
ai how the thoeat of dinty Bombn has been
exagperated, halanced with 3 look s whar
& mode coavenine] neciear device

would do o, say, the Hoover Dam. You
can also expect awr]r.'lr pall, OFReilly

g one-on-one in an interview and
Eow_-m finally discovering & placfoem for
his skills,

“Grrrakdo is comi
a blockbutler stary
e says Smith

As Magee describet i “Geraldo has

st of b gaze with
r T can walt ra

story | can’t wait to see’

sance of 3 salary, But don't ook for the
cwlebaricy “gers” that ere such a staple of
other hewsmagazines.

=You'll see some of that,” says Magee.
citing (rReilly’s terrific imterview with
Rosie {FDonnel] as the sort of celebsity
angle they might cover, *Bus it won't be
our meat and potatoes.™

show’s maln serving will be Smith

himseld, a native af Hally
Speings, Misesippd with the
dimincrive, :]IEJ-M delivery
{verha are passé, he says) and
a dominating presence in
Fox's daytime. “The Pulse®
constituies 2 g 2 CoE-
tract for Smith but he hardly
hasd to be wooed to take (ke

job.
“1thisk il [Fox News head|
Roges Aldes tald me to stand

an my bead asd gargle pea-
ni bunes | wouald,” laghs
Ssith, * -nunul'ukmme

under his mninl:nd 1 trust

him. He wouldnt pat me in
Elpmlilun that was poing

to be bad for me. And

e hell comld a-g:ﬁfl.‘m

newsiRaganng of you

in thee dirst places™

been koaking a1 the border beaween Mex-
ico and 1he United States and thene have
been indicatichs that soane bad peys = |
e traly bad guys — have been smug-
ik el
y The show woe™ always be so beavy —
ooE B
neeral began doctoring wills
and started collecling Forraris on a ple-

stary is abowt a guy at a fa-

Girowing up, politics wasa’
high on the agenda a E.mlh' dimners,
Semith was the oldest, with one
brother amd three Flep-:-".bli.nn

“Hut [ was a news junkic, no doubt,™
says Smith =15 startes] with Elvis Presley.
Elvis's funeral was the frst Hve event
1 had kn Memphds. They'd just gotten
I?ﬂ?‘ﬂ_{ﬂ ménl-cams l'}unzilr rhngul I saw
the fisneral procession coming dewnr .

UPnion Avemss lve, T iboughs, If ihey can
do this now, where is this goeng and how
can | be 3 pus of @7

J.fle: smd-.:u.z mumaumu the Uni-
versity of Misskoss pLhm.I.l‘hlwi‘J fromn
market o 'nlrk:L until the siren song of
“A Current Affale™ — High pay! Ma-
thanal exposare] — rang in ks cars

“I did hesitate.” says Smith, who even-
nually secepied [ thought long and hard
absur i were limg my salary,
Basi the kast six manths of “A Cuartent Al-
Tair’ [f was 8 news magaring. They
stopped paying [far :br_.the-_t!u.d we
weren' telling flbs, &0 it didn't work and
slx enapshs later ibe ragings wend to hell
and they shut us dowa.”

Tt in ancdbser farisitous bresk, Smish
was under eontract when Fox had all of
vwo majod earrespondents on stafl. When
the Montana Freeman standoll occurmed
while the Unaboenber was found, Smith

L sent 1 Moslasd for a day of two and
't sta working for Fox since.

Smith is chrilled 1o be in prime time
with *The Pulse,” but still considers his
hard news coverage during the aftermoos
and the T poos “Fox News Kepon™ &1
home. As fur Magee, he's ready eo make
his mark aloagsicle tke “Ehak and

=20,/ 205" they'd rather mot be comparcd

:.:.wm: &re his goals! Modest vees, of

course, beginning 'llllhlil.mn:nllm o=
posite Ih‘i famber One show om
SES.LE, Wil & Grace™ and wrﬂll:n.g.

“Then vwar isfea ks that they find rmm
for it [on che £31] schedule] "Eﬂ"
#nd kardsomely reward eve 5§ mi
clzted witk iL" jolkes Magee, o onking
a1 a hig bouse in the Hampions and one
of thase mmappy new Mercedes. But [
haven't bought them yet™
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