By MICHAEL GILTZ

W HH(¥s =5ix Fest Under.” Ofi-
per Keltl Charles b5 ane of the
minst memarahle — and sEpei-

IIILI— charssters in prime lime.

openly gay black policeman,
Erith i the maral center of & show
which narns 1o orghes amd hir-and-
Tum acidents for plot tw i, bug res
lies on his stern et ol right and
wrong o keep ikings from tipping
Ve,

Mathew S0 Parrick — wha plays
Keith = bus parned that sisang
mral code into an asset. De-
rermined, sexy asd rock salid, Keith
can sieal a scene just by tossing off
i:tnl: al thse glowering, h:rirﬂ.fulin.g_
ks

He's 80 commanding, viewers have
been womdesing Eeaw stupld boy-
lriend David mast have been 1 1=
such a cuch alip sway, Asd castng
agemis are ruing the day they let SE
Parrick slip by under their radar. Ko
moTe.

“My life has pone through s dra
matic change in the sl two years,”

e Sy,

1'% ot the firs time

When the thirtyish sctor was
abesat 16 = he woa't dividge his age
o eliscuiss bis private life — 51, Pag-
rick decdded to mowe from his home-
town af Mhiladelphia vo Chicago. fle
aicived & How fEia.

*My drive from Philsdelphia o
Chilcaga rh:nlnl me comphezely,”
says 5. Pasrich. "My |He changed. |
eouddn't explaim it but | knew all ibe
Illlill.lﬂﬁli ufP:I'I.IrI.I'lI.n; e sireels were

et

2l

o | mn:td_"r:_liuvr that akane ;,i-uj I
wanted to challenge mysell and lve
the kind af Hie | hn@e“ it here o live.
And cloening arousd on the srrests
wasn't i

St Paardck focused om his deeams of
8 profeesbonal basheiball career.
Orver ibe nexl fow years, the youn
man wha was raised Catholic
chean [ife and developed his skitls,
warking lowards the tryouts for the

HNIA,

Ther, about a week before tryouts,
aeaiber eaf ride chamgped SE Pat-
rick’s life again.

“Gommeans cus pe all |5 the rain”
eave SL Pairick. "t was just coe of
thosg I!llﬂﬁ'!- I wasn't driving too fast
ar sy of those things. Ko one else

The new DVDs
are beauties:
— see P.101

Mathew St. Patrick spent a year in a
hospital bed watching soaps. Now he’s
kissing boyfriends in ‘Six Feet Under’

[ e

was driving carelessly.®

The fesnlt? hore than 3 fear in
hospiialy snd ot home. Needless 1o
say, any dreams af baskeiball wers
O¥RT.

1ok me @ great nmbser of
yrars Lo ot through depression and

A week before NBA
tryouts, a car ride
changed Mathew’s
life — once again

ﬁgurruul what [ wai g o da
watl my life. Why did this happen 1o
me! ‘The whaole “whiy thing was re-

ally, seally heavy, Why me! Why
naw?

“T've goeten mysell together. | had
tobe plgﬂ“:m ur:] that's Eﬂul 1
learped from thae.”

“1 believe there's a hi power
and the Loed has brought e [mia
exidency and isdo this place fora
reason. | have a really ¢
akip with Gad. [ thank Him for not
[Riving up om me ] was ..,
-i'll?ngl man == [ hsd my momesls in

%

S& 51, Pareck 281 kn bed, watching

rielstban-

worsedis  pogf 1 Ay Urpans J80d o), may

snaps far the first time in ks e and
never Iming that he would lates
appear o “Gendral 11 ®and |
then “All My Chldres™ for three

ars St Pairick can't even remem-

7 wckleg in a gebunsd play, bat his
fifsd sleps afier recovery were as s
mndel,

“When 1 first pot Envolved wiih
modeling in Chicago,” remembers
S Pacrick, “whencver 1 cald my
i I'd gpotien a job, she's al-
WIys 84y, "Haney? Arg you beep-
ing vours clothes onk You're mot
taking yosir closhes ofl, are your
That wWas preity hilarsous”

How of course, he's playlng
ane of the segies! gay characiers
in TV history, & church-going
live officer allen seon kissing his
boyfriend and inflaing sex. As

roisd as b is of the work — and
sowever supportive bils famdly
wold proride — showing those
first intlisate seened na them
wass'l casy.

*1 was In New Yok and my
parenis came up,” says S€. P
fick. *1 took my niece to a park
and my mother, faher and -
tet wore left bn oy aparimens
watching the pilot, Whea [
camg back from the park, they
woere sifting there with this look
an thair faces.

=0 course, they'd never sen any-
thing Fko it and didn' know what to
L Thast look will always be re-
memhered.

His charscrer Esith hin certainly
kad & Jot of stiention (his sesson.
“His plate is full " ways 51, Pazesch,
wiso pauses carefully when aghed
ekt he ehatighss of the phol twist
where Keith's sister rurms oar (o be &
arn:i addict, a perhaps banal stereo-

]th 1 booied a that and | won-
dered why,” says 5t Pacrizk, =7 kad
to womkder wiiere it's golng 1o go.”

“He gays the sborw's creator Alan
Iiall has already given him a gres
cherscter, oae (ks Increasiogly re-
flects 51 Fasrick himself.

“I'm ot & fod nial persos [ am
Trerrp much u sheulder far people ta
ean o, [ have been and that's past

part of who ] am 1 am a protecior; 1
amn & caretaker, e all ol those
thingm. *And | think a1l of thise
tldngs have been allowed to shing
through”



