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‘Smaliville’

— who can do

By MICHAEL GILTZ

HEMN actor Tom Welling

foarnd out he'd won the part

of Superman as a teenager
in the new WH series “Small-
ville™ — a role that could trans-
form him from a mild mannered
24 year old actor into a major
star — he was in exactly !]h:
I'Hgﬂ spot: a phone booth.

‘H, there arent actually any
real phone booths left in LA But
he was on the side of the road
with a phone in his hand,

"I went to the final screen test
between me and another fellow,”
he remembers. “l was on my
way back from the Wamer Broa.
stisdio and I stopped in a gas sta-
thom to call my ma;::icr and tell
him how it went. I called and get
him on the phone and he said,
‘Can you hold on a second?” I'm
like, well, alright. I'm thinking,
“Thanks for the priority.” MNem
thing 1 know, there are Heerally
seven people on the other line
and almost in unison they say,
“T'am, you i ™

Calling from the set In Van-
couver, Welling is bracing for
the onslaught of attention that
“Smaliville™ will him when
it debuts Oct. 16 on the WH. (It
has one of the toughest slots in
televislon, f: off  against
“Frasler” and 1t new  hit
“Serubs™ on MBC; the cult favor-
ite “Roswell” on UPN; and =24~
the most talked-about show of
the season on Fox.)

Welling, who was born in up-
state New York and spent years
i Michigan, Wisconsin and Del-
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Want to play
Superman?
Then you’d
better be
able to carry
the weight

aware, has every reason to ex-
f-ect the show will change his
ife. His biggest previous sue-
cidd came on a three :pipodc arc
of “] Amy® that was ex-
nded to siz. He also had a
fief appearance as a frat boy in
the pilot for Fox's “Undeclared.”
He may be a relative unknown,
bt the character of Su
has unfailingly brought its stars
fame. Superman has succeeded
as a comic boak, a newspaper
serfal, a radio show, a matinee
gerial at the movies, the memo-
rable S0z TV show starring
George Reeves, the smash films
with Christopher Reeves, the ro-
mantic comedy “Lois & Clark™
that ran for four years on ABC.
The only truly forgetable Man
af Steel was a little-remembered
syndle show “Supecboy™ that ran

for three years in the late *80s
and had a college-age Clark Kent
bantling vamplres and other par-
anormal things.

As everyone has made clear,
this Clark Kent is just a teenager
with super powers that make
him feél awkward and alone —
just like most teens. “Mo tights;
e flkghts™ ks thelr motto.

Welling, who has been happily
tackling 14 hour days on the set
and fsn't even sure which epi-
sode they're on, likes 'rhat.rflr
!rigdd:?mtfin during school by
swik rom Acting (o Sports
like soccer and baseball But
W:I|1nﬁui!;l;ﬁh:hlt l:lul'_lk isn't a
geody-goody hero yet. He might
bc':lellfml:lu: rebel]ip‘lil: oo and a re-

s teen with super powers
is something to b-eh-:dgf

“Clark s one of the kids" ex-

lains Welling. “He has a lot of
riends, bue he's not necessarily
the most popular because he
fesls the powers that he does
have alienate him from belng &
real kid. He's trying to come 1o

rips with what that means.
%‘hey‘vc made him less geeky,
less square.

“Clarks mot always going to
be the niee guy; he won't always
do the right ¢ He's a teen-
age kid trying to grasp the con-
cept of these abilitles and what
he's here for and how did he get
here and where is he going
There's going to be anger and
vengeance and violence, We all
know bow he turns out; this is
thhl: journey of how he gets
there”



