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In the land that gave us
Scrooge, who would have thought
Christmas is the biggest TV
watching day of the year . . .

By MICHAEL GILTZ
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Duning the rest of the day, the
BBC and its commercial rivals
— Channel 4 and 1TV — roll out
stunt programming, apeciala and
new epicoden of favonte senes.
BBCI's broadcast premiere of
“Titanic” in just the most obvious
example that in Great Britan,
Chrstmas Day meona senous
« for the networka
BBC hos always offered
something_special and home-
grown for Chrstmas,” says BBC
Spokesperson Vanda Humncy
*It's the time of year extended
familica come together, have &
hupe Chnstmas lunch and then
mt down and watch televison”

1t renlly 1a the most competi-
tive day of the yenr,” agrces
Baker. “The BBC has traditional-
ly saved a lot of resources for the
hohday period — rrohnhly
becaune it Aces itrel{ ua the
brondenster that brings the fam-
ily together”

Thowe resources just got hgger.
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tax on every televison — Sust
el it budget bumped
up by nbout 150 sulhon
pounds over the pext
two years That means

more  money  for
more progremining =
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“In the pust. the
commerainl channels
renlly hadn't com
peted  very hard,”
explmna Boker of
Channel 4 “We and
1TV would show a lot
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Chnstmar Doy i= up
for graba A dny thet
uned to be aynony-
mous  with the
BHC 1a now merced
by, “la that your
final answer?”
Advertiera pay
thiough the nose to
the

pansor
Olvmpien Imagine
what theyd pay to
be indehibly hinked
with Chnstmas and
you can understand
the huttle that the BHC and its
compettors are weinng
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Ctcom. “The Royle Family® In
the aRernoon, therc'a even a8 acl.
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worts o “Walking with
Dinosaurs,” cne of the higheat
rated documentancs in BBC his-
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mainstream broadcasters plare
it differently Thewr primetime
Ind for attention? A new produc
Lion of the opera “La Boheme.”
=Mad, eh?” lnughs Baker.

Of course, despite their best
efTorta, the big networks can tcon:
vince everyone that Chnstmas
Day is best spent plued o the
telly Even Baker admits it wasnt
part of his family tradition

“No, never,” he laughs “It wns
Kind of frowned on My parents
were very middle clasa <o itwns
always, “Get outmide and go for @
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