05T ninw TV shows won't fast.
Burt many of thair stars will.
grina Eman of “Dharma &
reg” shod to fama in the
short-lved sitcom "Townles." )
Here ane the 1aces 1o watch from this
yE&s Crog: an uplight lwyer, 8
master thaal, a sexy Vulcan and a
fresheman ak colkapa.

SIMON BAKER

Agesavailabllity: 32 married

Hometown: Sydaey,  Aus-
tralia. “1 miss going for a surf
with my friends,” admits Baker.

Character: the uptight, high-

wered attorney MNick Fallin,
oreed into community service
for a drug offense on CBS's
“The Guardian® (Tuesdays at
9. "He's compassionate, but also
very afrald of letting himself be
wvulnerable,” says Haker,

Career bre ht Aus-

" tralian TV show “E Street™ and
a memorable turn as the naive
actor/gay hustler in LA, Confi-
dun:r‘ur Less memorable? The
film Eed PManer, “That was a bi-
zarre alvoot,” says Raker.

Look fors His lead sole as a
gigolo in the cosume drama The
Affair of the Necklaoce (due out
Mo 30) with Hilary Swank.

Belleve it or not: 1His numer-
ous mame changes - including

Simon  Denny, Simon
Denny-Baker and Denny
Baker — are no joke,

“It"s ot Jike 1 weas trying
to come up with the per-
fect parn star npame,”
says Baker. “[ was born
Simon Baker.

“My name Was
changed by my stepla-
ther 1o Denny. When 1
had my first child, |
found my real father and
developed o relationship
and | wanted my child
grow up as Baker. T had
an emotional hangover
with my stepfather and 1
changed my npame to
Baker-[denmy.

“It took me to 30 to re-
alize who I really always
was — GSimon Baker
And I disconnected from
my stepfather and did
the full circle.”

Show's status: Rock
solld. “The Guardian™ —
picked up for a full sea-
son — is a Tep 20 kit and con-
tinues to grow is  audience
every woek.

JOLENE BLALOCK

‘Age/avallability: 26; single
but linked at one point to kd-
ward Fut|-’.‘nd1.j;

Hometown: San Diego, Cali-
fornia

Character: TTol, the sexy.
smart, and intentionally droll
Yulcan on UPN's “Enterprise™
{Wednesdays at B)

Career breakthrought play-
ing Medea in the miniseries
Jason and the Argponauts.

Look fort her photos all over
the web, Blabock s the bj t
Internet hit since Gillian Ander-
somn joined “The X-Files."

Believe it or mot: She’s that
rare woman who actually loves
the old “Star Trek" scries, re-
portedly enough to tumn down
the role on the umpm:nth i‘[‘iTlr'

These four
faces will
go places

off several times until she actu-
ally eead the seripe,

ow's status: “Enterprice”
can expect a five year mission,
al the very least,

RUCHEL

JA

Age/availability: 19

Homistown: Ontario
Canada

Charncter: not-so-gecky col-
lege freshman Steven Karp on
Fox's “Undeclared,” Tucsdays
at B30,

Carcer  breakth 1 the
lead in the Canadian children's
show “My Hometown,” 2a
syrupy show with a moral at the
end of every episode that - bi-
zarrely = aired at 10:30 at night.

Look for: his role as Harry in
the movie The Rules of Attrac-
tion. =1 play one of a group of
four posh goy kids,” says Bang-
chiel. *1 try to kill mysell because
1 itnd out | was adopted. I try to

CHiowa,

kil myself by drinking too much
bad Scotch. So of couras, [ don't

die. 11"s just a ridiculowily Mam-
boyant thing.”

Belleve It or not: e was still
too shy to talk mach with Rules
of Artraction costars James Van
Der Beek, Eric Stoltz and Faye
Dunaway. ~I kind of always as-
sume people don't want to be
around me.” laughs Baruchel.

Show's status: Solid, Pleked
uf! for a full scasom, “Unde-
clared” is a critic’s darling and
doing decently in the ratings,
with enough 18-34 demos to
make it 3 winner for Fox:

Guaranteed to last even If thelr
nen-saasan shows don't (clock-
wisa from abowe): Simon Baker
{“The Guardian®), Jay Baruchel
(“Undeclared™), Jelena Blalock
E‘:_:mm"} and Melizsa

rge (“Thigvas™).

MELISSA GEORGE

Age/avallability: 15 married
Hometown: erth, Australla
Character: Rita, a thief who'd
rather fight than switch on
ABC's “Thieves™ (Fridays at 9
Career breakthrough:  =I
came secand in the junior world
for skating™ says George, “and
1'd been doing that sinee [ was 5,
After that 1 was mosdeling, but it
was only in Perth. Then 1 went
to Sydney and did [the TV soap]
“Home omd Away™ for foor
years, The show had been fun-
ming for eight years about a fos-
ter family that takes in kids that
don't have parenis, 1 played a
grreet kid, a sort of risky role for
that show, | pot Best Actress at
auf eqll(alvalfm of the Emmya.”
Look for: her turn in David
Lynch's Mulhollgnd Drive. “I'm
the girl that the  director is
forced o cast in his movie. 1
come out with "60s hair and a

]'r.ulnk dress and sing, “Why can’t 1
wave you, oh babyr* Then the di-
rector says, “This §s the girl"
Later, | come back when the di-
rector announces his engage-
ment and start kisslng this gl
That"s David Lynch for you.”

Believe it or nok: She actually
didn't poss nude for Austratian
PJ?-bny. “It wasn't really nude
and it was a photo shoot they
bought,” explaing George.

Show's statust Not 80 great
“Thieves" has always Improved
on Its lead-in, but critics predict-
ably haven't rallled around this
very entertaining ffuff.
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