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The shocking truth about i ee TV dinosa

urs locked In a deadly.

fight to survive in the shrinking world of rabid reporting

Iy MICHAEL GILTZ

wtra” “Instde Edition™ and

“Hard Copy"™ — the leet of

the once-mighty syndicated

oid TV shows — are locked ina
uggle to the denth that would
ke the World Wrestling
depation proud.
nttle-scarred, 10-year veleran
‘mrd Capy” which even considered
anging its name this seazon pfter
imping longtime ancher Terry
urply nnd tweaking its format
av be the weakest right now, but
| three could stumble along fue
wiher year or two before more
sunlties mount.

Each show pesumes it will be the
=t man standing; ench wants o

o it's the king of the hill, even il
at hill lavks smaller every day. As

1 long-time veberan whi's warked

v several of the slows put it “That

wire 18 dying on the vine”

Oy, mwre aceurately, that genre is

srrizhing in primctime.

“[ateline” s on four nights o
eek, “20/20" on threa, “80
linutes,” “48 Hours" and “Fox
iles™ on one night
wh, with a "60
[iniates™ jumior on the

aw, There's alse CMIN,
[SHEL, and Fux Mews

hannel [ling air time
4 huurs o day.

*6 Llinutes” senior,
foourse, just telecast a
wn being put te death
- @ stunt that would
ave been decried if
abloid TVA had done
% {Aired to “stimulate
elale,” CRS sabd; not
o garier the killer rat-
ngs that inevitahly fol-
awesd, )

Mat surprisingly, rot-
ngs for tobleid TV
hows have taken a
liwe. They compete
vith game shows and
itetm reruns for atten.
fon, but there’s no
foubt the surfeit of
rimetime news MAagn-
dmes has taken its toll,

“8 Current Affair”
= the granddaddy of

dicated mews mougi-
e — gleefully ruled the roost in
he late qSUﬁ. regularly reaching 8
piltion homes with each broadeast,
Now, according to Nielsen, "Extra”
was Mo, 1 in the genre the last week
o7 Hovember with enly a paltry 4.5
million people watching. “Inside
Edition™ s right at its heels with
4.2 wviewers, while “Hard Copy™
draws about 3.1 milbon (One Fors
mer stafler of that show — pind to
he + and back doing “real news”
— fundly remembers the time they
8 milkion e o night tuned in.

Gra ratings for all shows,
network and eyndicated alike, are
lower now. Bul even with the bar
Jowered (it tokes 4 lot bess to be con-
sidered a suceess nowadays), the
tabloid TV shows that used to dom-
innie the Top 10 now barely squeak
into the 20, if that.

The bar hasn't been lowered just
ratings-wise, either. “A Curreat
AfTair” literally changed the face of
television. The stories people had ta
sevk ot fortively in their local
supermarkst checkout line were

ly en TV for Free.

Those stories — with the shock-
ing! controversisl! ways they were
presented — seeped from the syndi-
cated TV magazines Lo local TV and
finally primetime.

Eye-catehing wides became the
driving force for progra
People scoifed nt Fox's “When

ATErs. "

Who could forget these bow-lifas who
Ice skating knee-capper Tomya Harding,

Animals Attack” speciala. Now all
the networks program similar fare.
Supermarket weeklies — finding
their best stories covered on
“Dateline” and “20/20° — have
al ; faltered under the pressure
too. e Enquirer, for one, has
plummeted 5 pereent in eircula-
tion, from 4.4 million in ‘86 o 2.2
million todoy Star magnzine and
Globe have seen similar drops.

xeept for ratings, Geralde

Rivera was right when he said

there’s basically no difference
between the networks’ news magn-
#ines and tabloid TV — no differ-
ence in style and, inereagingly, no
difference in content,

That's no surprise b0 Steve
Dunleavy — ome of the stars of A
Current Affair” during its heyday,
and & Post mlurrmiarj-lue notes the
steady stream of editors, producers,
and other behind-the-scenes per-
sannel who've done good work and
been sna up by network news
divisions looking to fill mirtime.

“Whether it be “Dateline,” ‘2070
or B0 Minutes [ or 11, they've cer-
tainly tearned lessons from our
genre,” says Dunleavy. "That s

absolutely  undenisble, though
lhr.{_;d be terrified 1o tell you that.

“Dateline, the way it's edited, is
almost identieal to ‘A Current
Affair,” says Dunleavy. *T aciually
gaw o ‘A0 Minutes' segment last
vear where they put music under
somne footage; they necer would
have done that years ago.”

With networks chasing the same
staries, that leaves the people being
courted for interviews with an ensy
choice: a prime time segment on
“Diateline” introduced by uce Jane
Poauley or o slot on “Hard Copy™
sometime during the doy 14:30 in
the afterncon? 12:00 at night ) cued
by Kyle Krasha. How about “Ingide

ition,” with Deborah Norville?
iAnd wasn't she the E,'I whao
elbowed Pauley off “Today™?)

Any small sum offered l:y the net-
works for the use of photos or vides
— far less than the upfronl money
offered by “Extra” and the others
and, to be fukr, far less frequently o

rt of the deal — just makes that

CkElOn BREIET,

Viewers have a lot of easy choices,
too. They can watch the petworks
for shick takes on the scandal of the
day and get their cheap thrlls from

T ¥ ; e T I | G
WHEN ‘A CURRENT AFFAIR’ WAS KING

igtgred” in notorious vidoes on the Fox Metwork's legendary

tahlold showe: {I-F)
prupphmmhiﬂﬂaﬂﬂuﬂ:ﬂllﬂdhhﬂlﬂmﬂlnﬁluﬂwﬂnhﬂ.

“Jerry Springes”

But just as damaging to the
tabloid shows was another Jerry —
namely Seinfeld. His smash sitcom
steamrolled  inte  ayndication,
snatching away key prime access
positions — the luerative, hotly
desired 7 and T30 pom. slots that
lead into primetime. “Inside” and
the others live from scandal 1o
scandal, but “Seinfeld” mokes hay
even when nothing happens.

ust when the first wave of off-
network reruns  ended, up
pﬂg?_ﬂ! Whoogi. Here in New
York, -um‘gg."i{nd Capy™ got

pushed from BECH & at T30
iwhich Crddbergs hot new
ﬁ_lnml-huw Hollywood Squarnes") to

PPCACH. 11 at | pom. That means
less revenue for the show, but it's
atill in heiter shope hefe than

“Inside Edition,” which WCBS has
stranded at 1:30 a,m.

With these shows moving out of
prime aecesa inte afternoon slots,
thev're facing a slew of new come
petitors. Besides the countless talk
shows, there's the hot new genee of
eourt TV, spun ofT from golden oldie
“People's Court,” and led by red-hot

“Judge Judw” which has recketed in
rocent weeks (remching 8.4 million
viewers doily) and still growing. All
af this makes the daily ritual of
reading the overnight rotings a
frightening affair for the syndicated
news mAgAFines.

“Oetting those ratings in the
morning was like getting a fix of
hersin,” ays one former stoffor of
the old days. But with those figures
far lower now, the highs are cheap-
er and quicker and the staffers soon
hit bottom a lot harder,

S0 now that "Ameriean Journal® has
been axed, which show will die next?

At “Extra” and “Inside Edition,”
they want to believe its “Hard
L‘a:-lipy." They elaim not L even con-
stder it one of their compobitors.

And though most staffers paint
pul they have friends at the other
ghows and that for another show (0
dis is “bad for the genrs” they
immedintely follow up with stories
of "Hard Copy™ personnel sending
out resumes.

“Everyone knows this is its last
yeor,” bluntly says the former
graffer who remembers the show's
glary doys.

Paramount execulives
Frank Kelly and Joel
Berman — o-presidents
of Paramount's syndicat-
ed arm — beg to differ,
even though having o
ahow fnde 1nto the sun:
set after ben years would
hardly be unusual. They
argue that none of the
moves  they've made
were dome for cost-cut
bing PUrpasts.

&y Argee strenu-
ously shout the show's
guccess in ofrtain moar-
kets as a lead-in to
local news and in other
mirhels AE & competis
tor against the second
half of “The Tonight
Show™ Mot as exciting
as competing in the
hoair h@glﬂ' primetime,
to be sure. Hut in A
market where shows
like “Marthn Stewart’s
Living” — which reach-
es 2.5 million people
each day — are consid-
ered o promising success, it could
be enough to guarantee survival for
another year or twa.

Indeed, instead of a sign that
thev're threwing in the towel on
“Hard Copy” the changes they've
mede enn geen a8 n grodimg
recogmition of the changing market-
place and the need Lo keep the show

rofitable now that it's taking in
258 Fevenue.

Whether all three shows straggle
on for wears or only one remaing
sianding, there's mo guestion the
worm has turned,

Whether their time has simply

or whether thev suce 8
well that they've put themselves
gul of business, s fun to watch
them tussle in the mud, like kids
fighting over an old toy that no one
glee would want.

“Imside” touts its investigative
pieces. "Extra” emulates the stacca-
to nhandon of yesteryear, complete
with swes segments on “the
world's smallest twins.” And “Hard
Copy™ scoops everyone by riding the
bandwagon of Jesse “The Hody™
Ventura into the governars man-
gion of Minnesota,

The tablmd TV shows have to
wander: with a former wrestler suc-
eeeding in politics, maybe, just
mayhe, their work is done.

— Michaél Gilfz wriles regilarlyfor
“Entertarnment Weekly.”



