Play about gay
New York
baseball star
scores a hit

pymoneLonz (glo)

ww soon before a baschall
star comes out of the closer?
"You know s going to
h.1:'-,1|_-:|1._" precdicied
wright  Richard Greenberg,
whose hit comic drama, “Take
Me Out” iz abour a gay baschall
player on a mythlcal New York
team who outs himself “I bat a
big, famous retired perzon will
goame ol”

The play, a success in London,

wes into previews Fridoy at the
F blic Theater and opens Sept. §
— ut already it may have
hkelped nudge the process along.

Ir was In rehearsals when an
inem In the late Neal Travis® col-
umn in The Post suggested that
a Mets superstar was consider-
Ing coming out, a story that
prompted catcher Mike Mazza
to declare he was straight.

And what of such ramaors?

“1 don't believe any mumors
anymore,” said the n%tul'r Eay
Greenberg, 44, a Chelsea resi-
dent who's had five

bay-

e

“Primal fear of the shower scena” I:ups baliplayers In the du-at, sald
Richard Greenberg, whosa play, “Take Me Dut,” opens Sepl, 5.

player Billy Bean, who came out
in 1999 after retiring. sadd that he
hoped to get a front-office jl.lh
with a team.

In June, the Chlcago Cubs be-
came the first professional mals
sports  organization in  the

nited States to advertise in a
gm,.r ublication. and even hosted

i at the Game™ 1:||.g']1.1

'I1u- Atlanta Braves supported
their city's bid vo host the 2006
Gay Games by holding a pre-

ame ceremaony this month and

ving the Atlanta Gay Men's
Chorus sing the national an-
them.

The Minnesota Twins will
host a gay fan

of his plays staged in

evenl Sepl. 4.

the last 14 momths  #f hat a blg, famous With all thar
and was shortlisted positive  buzz,
for the Puliizer for  retired person will  why haso't any
his 1997  drama. player  come
“Three Days of come out.” our yerd
Rain.” " - “There's the
“I've gone in the Richard &e6r06  Limal fear of
other direction, Now the shower

I thlnk, Il it's & mmor, ic's @ le”

“Take Me Out,” which scored
rave reviews in London  last
manth, is aiready being dis-
cussed as a likely trapsfer to
Broadway. It grew from Green-
berg's passionate, though recent,
lowve for the game: He's been a
Yankees fan for three years.

Beyond Piazza, the topic 1
certainly newsworthy,

The editor of the nadonal gay
magarine Out, Brendan Lemon,
declared in May that he was ina
relationship  with a4 Major
League Baseball plaver whose
ieam was based on the Easi

4 former San Diego utilioy

seene,” snid Gresnberg, wha sels
a fair amount of his show in the
locker rooms and shower stalls
of the imaglpary but very Yan-
kees-like Mew York Empires,
=“There are places that are pre-

serves, such as feam sponis
Baseball is so much about the
past, and so much about un
touchable values, which are her-
eronsexual,” said Greenberg.

“It's about how something like

Elarr.-: coming out] can toy
wLL yvour memories. Baseball is
ofne of the things that hasm't
Li':ngz\] that much in American
life, Tt's been a link, and r.1|ltﬁ|||_:
it] troubles people’s senge of
nostalgin”

Rk Schomd

Greenberg thinks that when a
player fnally does come out, it
will spark 2 media brouhaha,
then everyone will accept it

Just for saving he wasnt gay,
Piazza faced chants of "Homo!™
at Yankee Stadium when the
Mets played there in June — not
to mention jokes from David
Letterman.

*For most of the p|z}'e.r!.. 1
don't think it's Boing o :mlllEl'
said Greenberg. “They're gettin
younger, 50 they've been rean
in an era where there's more of
an openness and they're less
1I|.rr;|.1:1_rd by i 1 think theyTl
plrln'luhly ine with it eveni-

a s

&r-.-znberg. who had two crit-
cal hits last season — a Hroad-
way adaptation of Swindberg's
"Irance of Death.” starring lan
McKellen and Helen Mirmen, and
“The Dazzle® off-Broadway —
says he's already gotten offers to
do a TV pilot based on “Take
Me D™

Greenberg, who says he's sine

le and not looking right now,

s been deluged with interview

requests since the London re-
vicws appearcd.

1 am so missing being ingide
and alone,” he said. “I'm not ex-
;““r r¢c|1.|.g.w|:. I ||.|.-.'-1 fumetion
well alone.”

Greenberg iers  that,
should a p;lue Rublnmn
CIMETRE, m: will
through any '.'I-1ﬂ’-'TLI\":FI-!|' I!'i rly
easily,

A current player was asked,
What would & be like if Yk
played with a gay plaver? " said
Gireenberg.

“He said, T'm pretty sure | al-
ready have



