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sacond-tima author nod anty bésts
the slump but has written ong of the
funpiest, darkest novels of Bhe year
| *The Ecstatic® is 30-ikar-okd
Vichor LaVa®e’s follow-up 1o
“Slapboaing With Jesus.” a critically |
ecdaimad short story collection tal
mmwmmmnmb

origingl style, the damagad, colorful
protagonist of “The Ecstatic™ s a
mmw—nmmu-n_

~Matferdeas Brooklvn™ s Lionsl |

Essog .

Asithony |8 8 mortdey obase 23-
+ year-;cad Comell shudient who is
| Tagd, ke and canfiosed, in bis

Ouibins by his grandmother, his 13-
year-okd sister and his equaily
unstable motes. [
Esch waman triss b cune
Anthony in thiir cwn way, HE
mcfthir ks Fm on & Get, Fes sister |
jpraechas redigion and his
mnmmmmsaiﬂm
Bt Anmhony igncres them all,
preferring o sneak the occaskonasl
entire packaga af candy bars and
taidng odd jobs B a house caanel

wirginity and anather thal riwands
girts ol any 3128 83 long &5 May have
tales of woek

Then Anthorry's mather goes
AWOL after hooking up with an
Indiar man sha’s met &t & local bar,
(Eventually the family regeoups and
retums to Mew Yok — & nat
ermationalty intact, 1 laas! {

Al

tuniy, charsciir-diven black
comedy of emoes. In a beillianl louch,
La\alle crEatES sConanios 5 which
Anthany spéms & be thinkng i
slaritty ko himsell, ooy to hawe cther .
characiers respond to his |

commantary,
It's newver clear whether Anfhony
s speaking aloud or whethar &l e
woices v only in his head, but 75
| st one of the many modest quiks |
il make “The Ecslatic® uitely
! unfzpedable
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