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FCC's Idiotic Rulings On Indecency Continue

One thing is clear: the FCC has no clue what it's doing and needs to
dramatically overhaul its indecency rulings to reflect the real world and
stop using its power to clamp down on people or topics it doesn't like.
The absurdly massive increase in FCC fines was insulting. Their
random, chaotic and confusing rulings are so insane that PBS made
headlines recently when it decided to air the next Ken Burns
documentary The War -- about WW II -- beginning at 8 p.m. even
though the the film contains, I think, two brief moments of curse
words. Imagine that, soldiers cursing. If anyone thinks young kids are
going to watch a 14 hour documentary just for the "thrill" of hearing
some curse words unbleeped, they have lost their minds.

Now, the FCC is reversing itself in hopes of fighting off court challenges
to its idiotic standards. It decided "bullshitter" was okay on CBS's "The
Early Show" because that's a news program. I don't know how much a
live interview about the latest person to leave "Survivor" constitutes
news, but this still seems stupid. I'm sure parents don't want their kids
hearing curse words. If CBS makes a habit of this, they'll complain and
turn it off. Obviously, it was a live interview and a one-time inadvertent
event. There has to be some acknowledgment of events outside a
show's control, as opposed to scripted language in a drama or comedy.

More annoyingly, the FCC dismissed a complaint about language used
on "NYPD Blue" in a market where the show airs at 9 p.m. They
decided it was a "non-complaint” on a technicality because the person
complaining wasn't living in the market here the episode aired. Get
that? Someone in another state complained that "NYPD Blue" aired at
9 p.m. in a state where they don't even live. Why is this a "technicality?"
NO ONE in the market complained about these episodes. But someone
in another state who just decided they wanted to force everyone else to
only watch the types of programs they approve of made a complaint.
Why would the FCC ever listen to complaints about a broadcast in

1of3 7/28/09 3:12 PM



POPSURFING.COM: FCC's Idiotic Rulings On Indecency Con... http://popsurfing.blogspot.com/2006/11/fccs-idiotic-rulings-on-...

FAVORITE LINKS

Americablog

Five O'Clock Lightning baseball blog
Deep Pop -- Lori Lakin's Blog

The Back Page -- Jason Page on ESPN
Radio

Cine-Blog -- George Robinson's Blog

Documents On Art & Cinema - Daryl
Chin's Blog

Brucie G's Wondrous Blog Of
Adventure and Mystery -- Bruce
Greenspan's Blog

¥

BLOG ARCHIVE
¥ 2009 (17)

v July (3)
1939 -- The Greatest Year For

Movies

Swimming Bans Those Hi-Tech
Suits!

Best Movies Of The Year -- The
Master List

» June (3)

» May (1)

» March (2)
» February (1)

» January (7)

» 2008 (86)
» 2007 (781)
» 2006 (2412)
» 2005 (5)

CONTRIBUTORS
Michael in New York

Aaron

20f3 7/28/09 3:12 PM



POPSURFING.COM: FCC's Idiotic Rulings On Indecency Con... http://popsurfing.blogspot.com/2006/11/fccs-idiotic-rulings-on-...

30f3 7/28/09 3:12 PM



