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SURFING THE WAVES OF POPULAR CULTURE
BY MICHAEL GILTZ & FRIENDS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006

Newsflash: Movie Theaters To Charge Different
Prices At Off-Peak!

In a bizarrely out of touch column in the New York Times, they say that
just around the corner is the possibility of variable pricing at movie
theaters. That would be exciting, breaking news...if movie theaters
hadn't already been doing it for decades. Tuesday nights are often
heavily discounted to encourage moviegoers on weekdays -- something
that has literally been around since at least the Seventies. And unlike
New York City, almost every other town in the country offers matinee
prices where people who go to a movie before, say, 5:30 p.m. pay less.
Where the hell has the NYT been all these years to think variable
pricing is a radical innovation? In fact, the change studios are making
isn't to discount off-peak hours but to charge MORE for prime time
tickets and choice seats. (A few theaters in Manhattan annoyingly rope
off some seats for reserved tickets that cost $5 extra.) Squeezing out a
few extra bucks when most people want to go (as opposed to discounts
to bring them in on off hours) is in fact a very stupid, shortsighted idea.
Ticket sales are in a slump and their response is to charge more for

Friday nights? Brilliant.

POSTED BY MICHAEL IN NEW YORK AT 6:30 PM _"J /

6 COMMENTS:

popparazzi said...
You definitely make their article seem stupid in retrospect. Good work.

6:38 PM

Anonymous said...
Higher ticket prices. Great idea. I'm sure people will flock.

6:43 PM
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