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"The Wire" -- Now Is The Time To Start Watching

With video on demand and Netflix and DVD boxed sets and so on,
there's no reason to ever feel a TV show has passed you by. Case in
point: "The Wire." To my everlasting shame, I didn't start watching
"The Wire" when it first began on HBO. Then I missed the second
season. Then the third season came out and I began to feel silly. How

much acclaim did I have to listen to before finally jumping on board?

For a serialized show like "The Wire," this might have been impossible
in the past. The train had already left the station. But now I had season
one and two on DVD (a bonus of my job) and at least I knew enough to
keep them at hand. Finally, I tackled them. These shows are slow to
build, the plots are complex and it helps to have someone to discuss the
shows with (heck, that's half the fun of TV -- talking with people about
what happened this "week"). Some of the dialogue is mumbled so on
DVD I've even backtracked and used the English language subtitles to
clear up any confusion. (Hey, I'm street, but you can't be up on all the

latest slang.)

Slowly the characters started to grow on me and by the fourth or fifth
episode I was having a lot of fun (it was clearly intelligent and
well-done from the start). By the eighth or ninth episodes I was deeply
involved. And at the end of the season I was primed to jump into
season two. Remarkably, it was even better. Then I had to wait almost a
year for the already aired season three to come out on DVD. To my
surprise, the shown just got better and better. And now I've got the first
six episodes of season four, a heart-breaker that focuses in part on the
Baltimore school system -- all seen through the eyes of cops and the
drug dealers and criminals they're facing off against. I've only watched
the first four episodes, but they are truly outstanding. No wonder the
NY Post is claiming that this season of "The Wire" may be the best
single season of TV. Ever. In history. True hyperbole, until you've seen
it.

7/28/09 8:13 PM



POPSURFING.COM: "The Wire" -- Now Is The Time To Start... http://popsurfing.blogspot.com/2006/08/wire-now-is-time-to-sta...

FAVORITE LINKS

Americablog

Five O'Clock Lightning baseball blog
Deep Pop -- Lori Lakin's Blog

The Back Page -- Jason Page on ESPN
Radio

Cine-Blog -- George Robinson's Blog

Documents On Art & Cinema - Daryl
Chin's Blog

Brucie G's Wondrous Blog Of
Adventure and Mystery -- Bruce
Greenspan's Blog

¥

BLOG ARCHIVE
¥ 2009 (17)

v July (3)
1939 -- The Greatest Year For

Movies

Swimming Bans Those Hi-Tech
Suits!

Best Movies Of The Year -- The
Master List

» June (3)

» May (1)

» March (2)
» February (1)

» January (7)

» 2008 (86)
» 2007 (781)
» 2006 (2412)
» 2005 (5)

CONTRIBUTORS
Biboy
Michael in New York

20f3 7/28/09 8:13 PM



POPSURFING.COM: "The Wire" -- Now Is The Time To Start... http://popsurfing.blogspot.com/2006/08/wire-now-is-time-to-sta...

30f3 7/28/09 8:13 PM



