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THEATER: UNCLE VANYA; VANYA -- MY
UNCLE; UNCLE IVAN; MY LATE WIFE'S
BROTHER...VANYA

UNDER THE RADAR FESTIVAL: MINOR CHARACTER ***
out of ****
PUBLIC THEATER

Well, that worked! The New Saloon theater company came up with a
clever stunt of a show: find every English translation of the classic
Chekhov play Uncle Vanya (including their own hilariously literal
version via Google Translate), mash them up, have multiple actors
tackle the same roles (often at the same time) and see what happens.
Quite a lot, as it turns out. Any production of Chekhov that doesn't
bore is to be appreciated. At just 90 minutes and with a strong dollop
of humor, Minor Character does quite a bit more.

If you don't know the story, don't worry. Despite the on-stage chaos --
sometimes three versions of various characters like Vanya and Yelena
and Sonya jostle for space in a scene -- the basic story comes across
quite nicely. The cantankerous, grumpy, irascible Professor is visiting
the country estate that supplies the funds to keep him living well. At
his side is the professor's notably younger and more beautiful wife,
Yelena.

Servants are underfoot but the estate is overseen with tireless diligence
by Sonya (the professor's daughter from his late wife) and the dead
woman's brother, Vanya. Also dropping in is the Doctor; he is drawn
to Yelena while meek, mild, mouse-like Sonya has worshipped the man
from afar. Little happens and little changes (it is Chekhov, after all),
but done well the play can be devastating and sad.

Like the actors, those multiple translations bump into one another
throughout the show. At times, a single character might run through
two or three variations of a line or phrase. Instead of seeming comical
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or bizarre, it creates a unique rhythm for the production, such as this
line by Vanya: "I've been made a complete fool," Vanya says, "foolishly
betrayed," the second Vanya agrees, "stupidly cheated," the third
Vanya clarifies.

A simple but garish set with the same ugly pattern adorning the
carpeting, the tablecloth and the drapes along the back wall indicates
an off-kilter world, not to mention how the same idea, image or
pattern can be repeated over and over (and over) again. And the eight
member cast led by a very droll David Greenspan (doing wonders with
his delivery of lines) is sterling from top to bottom.

It's lucky this idea worked and better that it didn't lose track of the
story being told in the process. A stunt like this probably shouldn't be
duplicated, though the very idea of doing it over and over again with
other plays is surely embedded in its very DNA.

Yet it does pay dividends in unexpected ways. When three Sonyas are
giggling like schoolgirls over expressing their love and admiration for
the Doctor, the text came alive, their voices rising in a chorus of glee.
When the Professor makes his desire for Yelena clear, having three
Professors surrounding her and touching her make his attention
creepier and more aggressive than expected. At other times, when a
character is talking to themselves, they are literally talking to
themselves, with one actor repeating a line or exploring a new avenue
of thought followed by another actor in the same role who contradicts
them or dully repeats the same idea, revealing how stuck in one way of
thinking they truly are.

Suddenly, this approach of multiple actors playing the same roles and
multiple translations battling for supremacy illuminated one idea after
another: how every production (indeed every performance) brings a
play to life in a slightly different way, how diverse casting in gender
and race lets us see a person anew or reveal their universal humanity,
how every revival is haunted by the past and on and on and on. While
simply watching this performance was a solid evening of
entertainment (and hence only three stars out of four), I must admit
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Minor Character is one of those shows that feel more significant the
more one thinks about it. And New Saloon is a troupe to keep an eye
on, keep tabs on, keep paying attention to.

And here's my review in Russian.

Hy, aTo cpabotano! TearpanbHas kommnanus « HoBbiir CasioH»
MPUYMaJIa XUTPBIN TPIOK: HAUTH KaK/(bIH aHTJIUUCKUN TIEPEBO/T
KJIACCYECKOM YeXOBCKOM Ibechl «/Iaasa Bausa» (BKaodas ux
COOCTBEHHYIO Becesyro OyKBaJIbHO BEPCHUIO C IIOMOIb0 Google
Translate), pa3oMKHYTb UX, 3aCTAaBUTh HECKOJIBKUX aKTEPOB UTPATh
OIMHAKOBBIE POJIH YaCTO OJHOBPEMEHHO) U IIOCMOTPHUM, UTO
mostyuutcsi. Kak okazanoch, JOBOJIbHO MHOTO. Becero 3a Q0 MUHYT u ¢
CIJIBHBIM IIPWJIMBOM IOMOpa JII00asi HOCTaHOBKa UexoBa, KOoTopas He
HaJI0e/IaeT, IOJKHA IeHUThesA. HedHauuTenbHbIN [lepcoHask neaet

HEMHOTO OOJIBIIIE.

Eciiz BbI He 3HaeTe UCTOPUIO, He BOJIHyHTeCh. HecMOTps Ha Xaoc HA
CIIeHE - MHOI/IA TPY BEPCUU Pa3HBIX IEPCOHAXKEN, TAKUX KaK BaHs,
Enena u CoHs, 6OpIOTCA 32 MeCTO B CIleHe - OCHOBHAs UCTOPUSA
JI0BOJIBHO cuMIaThuyHa. CTpaHHBIN, CBAPJINBbIN, BCIBUIBUUBBIN
mpodeccop MmoceraeT 3aropoiHyI0 ycaas0y, KOTopast IIPeA0CTaBIIsIET
CpeZicTBa JJIs TIO/IZIEP;KAHMA ero Xopolel :ku3Hu. Ha ero cropone

3aMETHO MOJIoJasA U KpacuBas KE€Ha r[pO(beccopa Enena.

CiryTH 110/1 HOTaMH, HO 32 COCTOSTHUEM yCa/Ib0bI C HEYTOMUMBIM
ycepaueM cienar Coust (moub mpodeccopa OT ero MOKOWHOM KEHbI) U
Opat mokoWHOU KeHIUHBI Bausa. Takxke 3aryisasiBaeT JJOKTOp; €ero
TsiHeT K EjieHe, B TO BpeMs Kak KPOTKasi, MATKasi, II0X0Kasi Ha MbIIIIb
CoHS TIOKJIOHSIJIACh YeJIOBEKY U37jajieKa. MaJio UTO IMPOUCXOTUT U
MaJIo 4TO MeHsieTcst (B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3TO YeX0B), HO XOPOIIIO
BBITTOJTHEHHAS UTPA MOYKET OBITh Pa3pyIINTETbHONU U TPYCTHOMH.

ITU MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE TIEPEBOIBI TAKKE CTAJIKUBAIOTCS JAPYT C IPYTOM
Ha MPOTS?KEHUH BCero II0y. VIHOT/Ia OIMH aKTep MOKET IIPOUTHU Yepes
JIBa WUTH TPU BapHaHTa CTPOKU Win ¢Gpassl. BMecTo TOro, 4ToOBI
Ka3aThCsl KOMUYHBIM WU MPUYYJIUBBIM, OH CO3/Ia€T YHUKATIbHBIN
PUTM JIJIsI TOCTAaHOBKY, TAKOU Kak 9Ta JInHUS BaHei: «f cTan mosHbpM
JIypakoM, - TOBOPUT Baws, - TyIyno npeaH, - corsiamaercs Bans, -

Iyno oOMaHyT». BaHs yToYHseT.


http://www.newsaloon.org/

ITpoctoii, HO 6pockuit HaboP C TeM Ke YPOIJITUBBIM PHUCYHKOM,
YKpAIIaoIIM KOBPOBOE ITOKPHITHE, CKATEPTh U 3aHABECKHU B/IOJIb
3a/IHEH CTEHBI, YKa3bIBAIOT HA MUD, B KOTOPOM HET MeCTa, He FOBOPS
YK€ O TOM, KaK OJ[Ha U Ta JKe u/iesl, U300paskeHue, PUCYHOK MOTYT
HIOBTOPATHCS CHOBA U CHOBA () CHOBA. A aKTEPCKHI COCTaB U3 BOCHMU
YeJIOBEK BO IJIaBe C OYeHb AypankuM JJaBunom ['pruHcieHOM
(TBOPAIIKM Uyzieca co CBOEH JOCTABKOH CTPOK) - CBEPXY BHHUS.

K cuacrbio, aTa uziest cpaboTasia U JIydille, 9TO OHA He [TOTEPsLIa CIIe]
HCTOPHH, PACCKAa3aHHOM B mporiecce. TPIOK, BEPOSATHO, HE JOJIKEH
IyOJIMPOBATHCS, XOTSI camMa Ujiesl [IeJIaTh 3TO CHOBA U CHOBA C [PYTUMHU
nbecaMu, 6e3yCJI0BHO, 3a10KeHa B camoi ee THK.

Tem He MeEHee, OH BhIIIIAYHUBAJI AUBUJAEH/bI HEOX KU JaHHBIM o6pa30M.
Korpa Tpu COHM XMXMKAIOT, KaK IITKOJIBHUIIBI, U3-3a TOTO, YTO
BBIPAKAIOT CBOIO JIIOOOBH U BOCXUIIIEHUE [[OKTOPOM, TEKCT O3KHUBAET,
UX ToJI0ca pacTyT B pajjoctHoM xope. Korza [Tpodeccop sicHO 3asiBisier
0 cBOeM JkeJlaHuM K EjeHe, OKpy:keHue ee Tpex mpodeccopoB u
[IPUKOCHOBEHVE K HEH CZleJIaii ero BHUMaHue HeEMHOTo 6oJiee
JKyTKUM | 00JIee arpeCcCUBHBIM, YeM 0KUAJIOCh. B IpyTHX cirydasx,
KOTI/Ia IIEPCOHAK Pa3roBapuBaeT caM C OO0, OH OYKBIHHO
pasroBapHBaeT caM ¢ co0OH, KOT/Ia OJ{UH aKTep MOBTOPAET JIMHUIO WIN
HCCIIelyeT HOBBIH IyTh MBIIIJIEHHUS, 32 KOTOPBIM CJIEAYET APYTOH
aKTep B TOU K€ POJIH, KOTOPBIH IPOTUBOPEYUT UM HJIH TYIIO
MIOBTOPSIET TY K€ U/IEI0, TIOKA3bIBasl, KAK OHU 3aCTPSJIN B OZHOM

06pa3e MBINIJICHUA.

BHe3aIHo, 3TOT IO/IX0/T HECKOJIBKUX aKTEPOB, UTPAIOIINX OJJUHAKOBbIE
POJIH, ¥ HECKOJIBKUX ITEPEBOJIOB, CPAYKAIOIITUXCS 32 IIPEBOCXO/ICTBO,
BBICBETHJIN OJIHY H/IEI0 32 IPYTOH: KaK KK/BIH CIIEKTAKIb (Ha caMOM
JieJie, KQXKbIH CIIEKTAK/Ib) BOILIOIIAET ITheCy B JKM3Hb HEMHOTO T10-
JIPyTOMY, HACKOJIBKO Pa3HOOOPa3HOe paclpeziesie e T10 IOy U pace
MBI CHOBA BHUJIUM YeJIOBEKA WJIM PACKPBIBAEM €T0 BCEJIEHCKYIO
YeJI0BEYHOCTb, KaK KayK/[0€ IPOOY:KAeHNe ITPEeCIIeAyeT IPOIIUIOe U TaK
Jlajiee, U TaK Jjajee. XOTsA IPOCTOH IPOCMOTP 3TOTO CIEKTAKJIIsS ObLI
HACBIIEHHBIM BEUYEPHUM pa3BJieueHreM (a 3HAUUT, TOJIbKO TPU
3Be3/Ibl U3 UETHIPEX), 5 IOJIKEH MIPU3HATD, UTO « He3HAUNTEe ThHBIN
IIEPCOHAK» - HTO OFHO U3 TeX IOy, KOTOPOe TeM 3HAYUTEIbHEE, UeM
60spI1Ie Tymaenib 06 3ToM. A New Saloon - 3To Tpymma, 3a KOTOpOH
HY’KHO CJIEJTUTD, CJIEIUTH 32 HEH, 00paIaTh Ha Hee BHUMAHHUE.

*hkkihkkkik

And French.

Eh bien, cela a fonctionné! La troupe théatrale New Saloon a imaginé
tout un programme: retrouvez toutes les traductions en anglais de la
classique piéece de Chekhov, Oncle Vanya (y compris leur propre
version littéralement hilarante via Google Translate), écrasez-les,
demandez a plusieurs acteurs d'assumer les mémes roles ( souvent en
méme temps) et voir ce qui se passe. Beaucoup, en fin de compte. A



seulement 90 minutes et avec une bonne dose d’humour, toute
production de Tchekhov qui ne s'ennuie pas est a apprécier. Caractere
mineur fait un peu plus.

Si vous ne connaissez pas I'histoire, ne vous inquiétez pas. Malgré le
chaos sur scene - parfois trois versions de personnages différents tels
gue Vanya, Yelena et Sonya se bousculent pour trouver de la place
dans une scene - I'histoire de base est assez belle. Le professeur
sarcastique, grincheux et irascible se rend dans le domaine rural qui
lui fournit les fonds nécessaires a sa survie. A ses cotés se trouve la
femme particuliérement jeune et plus belle du professeur, Yelena.

Les serviteurs sont sous les pieds, mais Sonya (la fille du professeur de
son défunt épouse) et le frere de la femme décédée, Vanya, surveillent
la succession avec une diligence infatigable. Le Docteur fait également
son entrée; Il est attiré par Yelena, tandis que Sonya, douce et douce
comme une souris, a vénéré cet homme de loin. Peu de choses se
passent et peu de changements (c'est Chekhov, aprées tout), mais bien
joué, la piéce peut étre dévastatrice et triste.

Ces traductions multiples se croisent également tout au long du
spectacle. Parfois, un seul acteur peut parcourir deux ou trois
variations d’une ligne ou d’'une phrase. Au lieu de paraitre comique ou
bizarre, cela crée un rythme unique pour la production, tel que cette
ligne de Vanya: "Je suis devenu complétement idiot", dit Vanya,

"stupidement trahi", reconnait Vanya, "stupidement trompé". Vanya
clarifie.

Un ensemble simple mais criard avec le méme motif laid qui orne la
moquette, la nappe et les rideaux le long du mur arriére indiquent un
monde décalé, sans parler de la fagon dont la méme idée, image, motif
peuvent étre répétés encore et encore (et plus encore). ) encore. Et le
casting de huit membres dirigé par le trés droll David Greenspan (qui
fait des merveilles avec ses lignes) est remarquable du début a la fin.

Il est assez chanceux que cette idée fonctionne et mieux qu’elle ne perd
pas de vue I'histoire racontée au cours du processus. La cascade ne
devrait probablement pas étre dupliquée, bien que I'idée méme de la
répéter encore et encore avec d’autres pieces soit sirement inscrite
dans son ADN méme.

Pourtant, il a payé des dividendes de maniére inattendue. Quand trois
Sonya rigolent comme des écoliéres pour exprimer leur amour et leur



admiration pour le Docteur, le texte s'anima, leurs voix s'élevant dans
un choeur de joie. Lorsque le professeur a exprimé clairement son
désir pour Yelena, le fait d'avoir trois professeurs I'entourant et la
touchant I'a rendu un peu plus effrayant et plus agressif que prévu.
D'autres fois, lorsqu'un personnage se parle a lui-méme, il se parle
littéralement a lui-méme, un acteur répétant une phrase ou explorant
une nouvelle voie de pensée suivie par un autre acteur du méme role
qui les contredit ou répete la méme idée, révélant a quel point ils sont
coincés dans une facon de penser.

Soudainement, cette approche de multiples acteurs jouant les mémes
roles et de multiples traductions en lutte pour la suprématie a éclairé
une idée aprés l'autre: comment chaque production (et méme chaque
performance) donne vie a une piece de maniére légerement différente,
et a la diversité du casting selon le sexe et la race. nous voyons une
personne a nouveau ou révéelons son humanité universelle, comment
chaque réveil est hanté par le passé et ainsi de suite. Bien que regarder
cette performance ait été une solide soirée de divertissement (et donc
seulement trois étoiles sur quatre), je dois admettre que Minor
Character est I'une de ces émissions qui se sentent plus significatives
plus ony pense. Et New Saloon est une troupe a surveiller, a surveiller
et a surveiller.

*hkkhkkkhkkk

And what the hell, here's my review in Russian translated back into
English.

Well, it worked! The New Salon theater company came up with a
cunning trick: to find every English translation of the classic Chekhov's
play “Uncle Vanya” (including their own fun literal version using
Google Translate), unlock them, force several actors to play the same
roles often at the same time) and see what work out. As it turned out,
quite a lot. In just 90 minutes and with a strong tide of humor, any
production of Chekhov, which does not bother, should be appreciated.
Minor Character does a bit more.

If you do not know the story, do not worry. Despite the chaos on the
stage - sometimes three versions of different characters, such as
Vanya, Elena and Sonya, fight for a place in the scene - the main story
is quite pretty. A strange, grumpy, hot-tempered professor visits a
country estate, which provides the means to maintain his good life. On
his side, the young and beautiful wife of Professor Elena is noticeable.

The servants are under their feet, but Sonya (the daughter of the
professor from his late wife) and the brother of the deceased woman
Vanya are following the state of the estate with tireless zeal. The



Doctor also looks in; he is drawn to Elena, while the gentle, soft,
mouse-like Sonya worshiped a man from afar. Little is happening and
little is changing (after all, it is Chekhov), but a well-executed game
can be destructive and sad.

These numerous translations also collide with each other throughout
the show. Sometimes one actor can go through two or three lines or
phrases. Instead of appearing comical or bizarre, he creates a unique
rhythm for the production, such as this line Vanya: “I became a
complete fool,” Vanya says, “foolishly betrayed,” Vanya agrees,
“foolishly deceived.” Vanya clarifies.

A simple but catchy set with the same ugly pattern that adorns the
carpet, tablecloth and curtains along the back wall, indicate a world in
which there is no place, not to mention how the same idea, image,
pattern can be repeated again and again () again. And the cast of eight
people, led by the very stupid David Greenspan (doing wonders with
his delivery lines) - from top to bottom.

Fortunately, this idea worked better and that it did not lose track of
the story told in the process. The trick probably should not be
duplicated, although the very idea of doing it again and again with
other plays is certainly embedded in her very DNA.

However, he paid dividends in unexpected ways. When three Soni
giggle like schoolgirls because they express their love and admiration
for the Doctor, the text comes to life, their voices grow in a joyful
choir. When the Professor clearly declares his desire for Elena, the
environment of her three professors and touching her made his
attention a bit more creepy and more aggressive than expected. In
other cases, when a character talks to himself, he literally talks to
himself when one actor repeats the line or explores a new way of
thinking, followed by another actor in the same role that contradicts
them or stupidly repeats the same idea, showing as they are stuck in
the same way of thinking.

Suddenly, this approach of several actors playing the same roles and
several translations fighting for supremacy highlighted one idea after
another: how each performance (in fact, each performance) brings the
play to life a little differently, how varied the gender distribution and
to the race we again see man or reveal his universal humanity, how
every revival pursues the past, and so on and so forth. Although the
simple viewing of this performance was full of evening entertainment
(which means only three stars out of four), | have to admit that “Minor
character” is one of those shows that is more significant the more you
think about it. And New Saloon is a troupe, for which you need to
follow, monitor it, pay attention to it.



THEATER OF 2019

Frankenstein: Under The Radar Fest at the Public ** 1/2
Minor Character: Under The Radar Festival at the Public ***

Thanks for reading. Michael Giltz is the creator of BookFilter, a book
lover’s best friend. It’s a website that lets you browse for books online the
way you do in a physical bookstore, provides comprehensive info on new
releases every week in every category and offers passionate personal
recommendations every step of the way. He’s also the cohost of Showbiz
Sandbox, a weekly pop culture podcast that reveals the industry take on
entertainment news of the day with top journalists and opinion makers as
guests. It’s available for free on iTunes. Visit Michael Giltz at his website.
Download his podcast of celebrity interviews and his radio show, also called

Popsurfing and also available for free on iTunes.
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