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"You Make The Sun Shine Brighter Than Doris
Day"

That's one of my favorite lyrics

(it comes from Wham's "Wake

Me Up (Before You Go Go)." But

of course no one makes the sun

shine brighter than Doris Day.

She's always been an exceptional

singer overshadowed by her

cheery image. But still, I've

never paid much attention to

her. So what possessed me to

buy The Love Album -- her final studio album which remained

unrealeased for about 40 years? But darned if it isn't pretty great, with

Day delivering subtle, engaging covers of standards like "For All We

Know" and "All Alone." Her disarming approach reminds me of Peggy

Lee, another singer who doesn't seem to be striving to do much at all

until she breaks your heart. I can't agree with noted jazz vocalist expert

Will Friedwald, who claims in the liner notes that Day's version of the

Joni Mitchell classic "Both Sides Now" is the greatest version of that

song ever recorded. (It's good, but the arrangement dates it a bit.) But

when he compares Day to Ella Fitzgerald, Rosemary Clooney and Lee,

it's hard to argue.
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7  C O M M E N T S :

Ed Sikov said...

Doris Day is highly underrated in every way - as a singer, as a

comedienne, as a serious dramatic actress. I love her early big band

stuff.

2:33 PM 

Anonymous said...

She is long overdue for an Honorary Oscar. Are they waiting for her to
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